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Great Lakes Conference Issues Final Statement 


NC2911215795 Cairo MENA in English 
1918 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cairo, Nov 29 (MENA) — The 
presidents of Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda and Zaire and 
the presidential envoy of Tanzania today pledged to take 
concrete steps to realise peace, justice and development 
in the Great Lakes region. 


This came in the Cairo Declaration that was issued 
here today at the end of the Great Lakes Conference 
on Rwanda and Burundi that was opened by President 
Husni Mubarak and attended by former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter, Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South 
Africa and the five African leaders. The heads of state 
and delegations said in their declaration that they are 
convinced that the problems of Rwanda, colonialism 
and local opportunists have fostered the ideology of 
exclusion that generates fear, frustration, hatred, and 
tendencies to extermination and genocide. 


They called upon the international community to con- 
demn vigorously the ethnic and political genocide ide- 
ology used in competition for conquest and monopoly 
of power. 


Determined to prevent future genocide, ensure recon- 
Ciliation with justice relating to the tragic genocide in 
Rwanda in 1994, and encourage the return of refugees 
to their home countries, the heads of state and delega- 
tions affirmed their mutual confidence and decided on 
the following specific actions: 


A) They condemned the genocide in Rwanda in 1994 
and other incidents of mass killings in the past, and the 
ideology of genocide despicably used by some forces to 
pursue their own selfish ends. They also condemn the 
other similar acts and events which have occurred in the 
past and are recurring in Burundi. 


B) The African leaders solemnly pledge that their 
territories will never be used to serve as bases by armed 
groups to launch incursions or attacks against any other 
country represented at this conference. They agree to 
cooperate by providing all information in advance on 
suspected persons or on anticipated incursions or armed 
attacks against another country. 


C) The heads of state and delegations in whose countries 
refugees were currently located pledged to take action 
to curtail the activities of those in the camps who 
seek to intimidate the refugees wishing to return to 
their homes, President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire 
pledged soon to remove from the refugee camps the 
identified intimidators. The Tanzanian envoy affirmed 
his go ‘nment’s desire to isolate all criminals from 
the rei -e camps, and will seek cooperation from 
the inte: .uonal community in acquiring the resources 
necessary to achieve this objective. 
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D) The African leaders agreed to prevent military 
training and delivery of weapons to militia groups or 
any other groups among the refugees. 


E) They viewed with deep concern the use of radio 
broadcasts to spread hate and fear in the region. The 
participants pledged to take all possible action to 
terminate the illegal and inflammatory radio broadcasts 
from one country into another. 


They called upon the international community to assist 
by providing technology to identify the location of 
mobile transmitters. 


F) The heads of state and delegations urged an accel- 
eration of the work of the international tribunal. They 
solemnly and unequivocally pledged to place at the dis- 
posal of the international tribunal for trial all those in- 
dicted by the tribunal and urge leaders of all other na- 
tions to do the same. 


They also expressed full support for the commission of 
inquiry’s investigation of the assassination of President 
Ndadaye and the massacres that followed. 


G) The Rwandan head of state declared unequivocally 
that his government wanted the refugees to return to 
Rwanda at an early date, reclaim their property, live in 
safety and peace, help rebuild their country’s economy, 
and participate in its political life under a broad-based 
government of national unity. This government will 
guarantee the safety of the returning refugees. It will 
work in collaboration with the United Nations, non- 
governmental organization [NGO] and the international! 
community. In cooperation with Zaire, it will work out 
arrangements by which refugees can return home to 
assess the situation for themselves and then go back 
to the camps to apprise the other refugees of the true 
conditions prevailing in Rwanda. 


In addition, other visits to and from the camps by 
refugees, NGOs, and others will be encouraged. 


H) The heads of state and delegations perceive no major 
restrictions to the return of refugees to Rwanda. They 
believe that when the refugees are convinced of the fact 
that conditions are safe to return a large number will go 
home. A majority will move back to their country with 
minimum assistance, working closely with UNHCR and 
other international agencies, the involved governments 
believe that the number of returning refugees who 
avail themselves of UNHCR assistance should rise 
progressively to 10,000 a day within a short time. There 
are no impediments within Rwanda or Burundi to an 
even higher rate of return. 


I) The heads of state and delegations commend the UN- 
HCR for its continuing efforts to assist the refugees and 
ameliorate their plight in the refugee camps. Its work 
and commitment are greatly appreciated. The partici- 
pants would urge in the future that local representa- 
tives of UNHCR devote more of their attention and re- 
sources toward helping the refugees return and settle 
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safely, even if this requires some modification of the 
organization’s guidelines. The governments stand ready 
to work with UNHCR in this effort. 


J) The horrendous genocide of 1994 massively strained 
the Rwandan judicial system. It is trying to cope with the 
unprecedented requirements, including training of many 
judges and magistrates. It will seek assistance from the 
international community as appropriate and consistent 
with its principles. Fully conscious of the conditions 
in its overcrowded prisons, it will separate prisoners 
according to the severity of charges against them, 
move as innovatively and expeditiously as possible to 
try or release those not guilty of serious crimes, and 
temporarily augment facilities for housing prisoners. 


K) As requested and approved by the leaders of Bu- 
rundi, the heads of states and delegations will provide 
assistance, and call upon the international community 
also to assist, in the implementation of the convention 
of government, including support for the national de- 
bate. Security of persons is a fundamental problem in 
Burundi. As requested and approved by the leaders of 
Burundi, assistance will be sought to improve the sys- 
tem of justice. The heads of state and the delegations 
will support the efforts of the Burundian Government 
to work out modalities for all the population to regain 
full confidence in the security forces. 


L) The heads of state and delegations considered it 
imperative that the search for peace in the Great 
Lakes region should be accompanied by coordinated 
and concrete actions by the international community to 
mobilize financial resources so as to bring economic and 
social development to the region. 


M) The heads of state and delegations agreed to seek 
solutions to related property and asset issues among 
governments in the region. 


N) The heads of state and delegations requested that 
former Presidents Nyerere of Tanzania, Toure of Mali, 
Carter of the United States, and Archbishop Tutu 
of South Africa analyze in depth the results of this 
meeting and the continuing problems of the region 
and prepare recommendations for consideration by the 
five governments at a second meeting, early in 1996, 
with prior approval from the five governments, other 
participants and observers will be invited. 


The heads of state and delegations expressed pleasure 
over the frank and constructive discussions that charac- 
terized their Cairo summit. 


They commended the Carter Center for arranging the 
meeting. They expressed their profound appreciation to 
President Mubarak and the Egyptian people for their 
support and hospitality for this historic meeting. 
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Zairean President on Results of Cairo Summit 


LD2911182495 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1/00 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Cairo Summit for the 
Great Lakes region in Central Africa is over. Zairean 
President Mobutu said he will do all he can to prevent 
armed attacks on the Rwandan Army launched by 
former Rwandan soldiers based in Zaire. Zaire is also 
committing itself to preventing those putting pressure 
on Rwandan refugees in camps from continuing with 
their intimidation. 

Those wanting to return will be able to return home 
under protection, then return to Zaire or Tanzania and 
give an eyewitness account to their relatives and friends. 
Rwandan representatives will be able to go to camps in 
Zaire to reassure the population. 


Rwanda has guaranteed the security of all concerned, 
the restitution of houses and fields, and to reassure the 
refugees, has agreed to delay the departure of the UN 
mission to Rwanda by three months. Francois Rickmans 
was able to obtain an exclusive interview with President 
Mobutu at the end of the Cairo summit: 


[Begin recording] [Mobutu] Everything will be done 
so that the decisions made at this conference will be 
implemented to the letter. 


[Rickmans] Because there have already been undertak- 
ings that have not been implemented on the ground. 


{[Mobutu] With everything that has been decided here at 
this meeting in Cairo, each of us will work so that this 
can be implemented on the ground. 


{Rickmans} Would this mean the end of armed incur- 
sions by soldiers of the former regime and militias into 
Rwanda? 


[Mobutu] Well, do not say into Rwanda as if they are 
organized by us. Zairean territory is huge. We cannot 
control everything. For example, our borders are 9,000 
km long. How do you go about controlling all Zaire’s 
borders? 


[Rickmans] Will you arrest the agitators in the camps? 


[Mobutu] It is not up to us to arrest. Those whose names 
are given will be put at the disposal of the international 
tribunal. 


[Rickmans] What would you say to a Rwandan refugee 
today. Would you tell him to go home? 


[Mobutu] We will ask everybody to go home, as all the 
guarantees have been given by the government. 


{[Rickmans] What about the 31 December deadline? 


(Mobutu] [Answer indistinct} [end recording] 
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Angola 


Savimbi Planning To Return to Luanda in January 


MB3011063895 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{From the "Ultima Hora” program] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Jonas Savimbi, leader of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA], says he is preparing to leave his base in 
Angola in January and move to Luanda to encourage 
national reconciliation. Savimbi’s announcement was 
carried by Congolese television after he met Congolese 
President Pascal Lissouba to discuss progress in the 
Angolan peace talks. 


Announcing his return to the Angolan capital, the 
UNITA leader said, quote: I am confident. I expect to 
go back to Luanda in January because I cannot play a 
leading role in politics out in the province. I must do 
this from the capital, unquote. 


Savimbi also noted that national reconciliation is irre- 
versible adding that, quote: Even though the political 
problems were resolved, the more difficult problems re- 
lated to the armed forces are still here. Nonetheless, we 
have begun confining our troops to help form a national 
army, unquote. 


The UNITA leader said that things were now proceed- 
ing. He added that the Angolan people must not lose 
this opportunity to find peace. He said the United Na- 
ticns has helped by providing Blue Helmets. He also 
said that the peace accord signatories must ensure that 
it stays alive. 


Rwanda 


Government Denies Ex-Premier’s Massacre 
Charges 

EA2911215595 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] At a time when the Rwandan 
Government and the international community have 
mobilized themselves to solve the Rwandan refugee 
problem once and for all, former Prime Minister Faustin 
Twagiramungu is engaging in talks aimed at soiling 
the country’s image and, consequently, blocking the 
return of refugees. The minister of information and 
government spokesman, Jean-Pierre Bizimana, has just 
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issued a categorical denial, describing his allegations as 
baseless, null, and void. Here he is: 


{Begin recording} [Bizimana] The allegations made by 
Mr. Faustin Twagiramungu are null and void; they are 
baseless. He says that the government he led for more 
than a year Carried out massacres. He even goes to the 
extent of comparing them to a genocide. 


As a responsible man, we believe that he could have 
shown the proof he claims to have; he should have 
shown it to the international community which is om- 
nipresent throughout the country, such as the UN As- 
sistance Mission in Rwanda, nongovernmental organiza- 
tions, and human rights observers. He could have shown 
them all this. 


Now that he is no longer pr:me minister — he has been 
dismissed from his job — we believe that his behavior 
is that of a hounded politician looking for some sort 
of base. In fact his remarks aim at stopping Rwandan 
refugees from returning home, and this 1s surprising 
since, just the other day, he was telling refugees to 
return. 


Today he is competing with the Kambanda’s and 
Sindikubgabo’s in calling on refugees not to return 
home. In fact he is adopting the language of those who 
are using refugees as political shields. His remarks are 
thus baseless, and we denounce them. 


[Unidentified correspondent} Faustin Twagiramungu 
said whoever wants to issue a denial should provide 
tangible proof. What proof is the government ready to 
provide to the international community? 


{Bizimana] The Rwandan Government does not need to 
engage in this game by Mr. Faustin Twagiramungu. The 
Rwandan Government does not need to provide proof, 
because the massacres he is talking about are baseless 
allegations to which we should not pay any attention. 


[Correspondent] Do you not think that there might 
be consequences, especially at the international level, 
regarding aid for the Rwandan Government? 


{[Bizimana] We do not believe that Mr. Faustin Twa- 
giramungu’s statements can have any influence at all, 
because the international community which, as I said, 
is everywhere in the country, is observing, and carry- 
ing out its analyses, and it is very easy to determine 
that Mr. Faustin Twagiramungu’s statement amounts to 
mere politicking. [end recording] 
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Kenya 


Police Make Further Arrests of Rwandan Refugees 


AB2911190095 Paris 4" P in English 
1537 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 29 Nov (AFP) — 
Kenyan police overnight arrested several Rwandans in 
a continuing crackdown, a spokesman for Rwandan 
refugees living here said Wednesday [29 November}. 
The arrests of several dozen Rwandans since Saturday 
came as a UN tr'h ' > charge of investigating last 
year’s genocide ©) w.sce ‘val African country prepares 
to name its first suspects. 


Officials here would not comment Wednesday on 
whether the arrests were linked to the tribunal, saying 
only that they were targeting foreigners living illegally 
in Kenya. But Rwandan Information Minister Jean- 
Pierre Bizimana said in a telephone interview from 
Kigali that the Rwandan Government questioned the 
"real motives” behind t..:2 crackdown. 


Those arrested since Saturday are mainly Hutus who 
have lived here since last year’s genocide in which more 
than half a million people, mainly Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus, were massacred in Rwanda. “There have been 
arrests in circles where people are suspected of having 
taken part in the genocide but also among refugees 
who have been here a long time, including students,” 
Bizimana said. He said at least two students have been 
arrested for unknown reasons. "We are confused. We 
don’t know on what basis these arrests are decided and 
we are trying in vain to find out," he said. 


Kenyan opposition leader Kenneth Matiba called on the 
government here Wednesday to “stop harassing” Hutu 
refugees in the country and told reporters that he was 
housing and financially helping the widow and children 
of the late Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana. 
Habyarimana’s death in April 1994 sparked the inter- 
ethnic genocide in Rwanda. 


Kenya had initially refused to cooperate with the UN 
criminal tribunal set up to identify those responsible 
for the massacre but then backed down in the face 
of international indignation. President Daniel arap Moi 
had enjoyed close relations with Habyarimana, who 
was Hutu, and has strained ties with the current Tutsi- 
dominated government in Kigali. 
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Somalia 


Aidid Said Seeking Yemeni Help To Repair Ships 
EA2911220595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 


of Somali Pacification in Somali 
1630 GMT 29 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text} The United Somali Congress- 
Somali Nation?! Alliance spokesman has said that the 
self-styled group, Mohamed Farah Aidid’s faction, has 
recently sent a group of Navy technicians to Yemen 
to appeal for help in repairing Somali Navy ships in 
Aden. The spokesman said that the self-styled group 
is preparing to attack the ports at (Ceel Macaan), 
Boosaaso, and Kismaayo. 


Since it is seen that the self-styled group is fomenting 
trouble in Somalia, we are reminding our brotherly 
Yemeni people and Government not to hand over the 
common property of the Somali people to a private 
group which may use it for massacring the Somali 
people. He concluded by saying that the ships are a 
national asset and that until a representative Somali 
Government is formed, they should remain in the hands 
of our brotherly people and Government of the Republic 
of Yemen as a trust. 


Nine Said Killed in Renewed Clan Fighting 


AB2911145095 Paris AFP in Englih 
1412 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Nov 29 (AFP) — 
At least nine people were killed and 17 others wounded 
in fierce fighting between two sub-clans in southern 
Somalia, reports reaching here said on Wednesday [29 
November]. 


The fighting between the Haawiye clan's Galj’el and 
Shikhail sub-clans has been going on intermittently 
since early November in the Jilib District of southern 
Somalia’s Lower Jubba region, but intensified early on 
Tuesday. 


As a result, Jibil town, which lies 340 kilometres (212 
miles) south of Mogadishu, was recaptured on Tuesday 
by the Sikhail clansmen who were dislodged from the 
town two weeks ago. 


Reports from the area said the root cause of the fighting 
was a long-standing political dispute between the two 
Haawiye sub-clans, which turned violent two weeks ago 
when four Shikhails and two Galj’els were killed during 
Clashes for the control of the mango-rich district. 


The Shikhails support General Aidid, while the Galj'els 
are now supporting Aidid’s bitter political rival in the 
Lower Jubba Valley, General Mohamed Said Hirsi 
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Morgan, son-in-law of deposed former Somali dictator 
General Mahamed Siad Barre. 


The Gal’jels’ forces were being commanded in the 
current fighting by Morgan’s deputy, Colonel Abbas 
Addow, a native Galj’el, who is also commander-in- 
chief of local Galj’el militiamen. 


The wounded Galj’els were evacuated to the port of 
Kismaayo, Morgan’s stronghold in the southern port of 
Kismaayo, 160 kilometres (100 miles) south of Jilib, 
while the Shikhails were rushed to hospitals in the 
Somali capital, Mogadishu. 


Reports from field radios have said the fighting has 
aimost died down now, but the situation still remained 
tense in the area. 


Speaking to reporters through field radios on Wednes- 
day, Morgan blamed General Aidid for further spreading 
the civil war in Somalia. 


Observers here also pointed out that the conflict between 
the two sub-clans could prevent a smooth flow of com- 
mercial activities between Mogadishu and the Lower 
Jubba region, and thus worsen the already precarious 
humanitarian situation. 


Lower Jubba is one of the richest region in Somalia, 
particularly in agriculture, livestock and fishing, and the 
second most volatile in the country after the capital, 
Mogadishu, since it hosts numerous, rival clans and 
religious fanatics. 


Aidid’s vice president, Mohamed Haji Aden, is cur- 
rently in Kismaayo where clashes between his support- 
ers and thos of Morgan took place last week, claiming 
at least four lives. 


Faction Denies Reports of Clash in Kismaayo 


EA2911104295 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 28 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text} A spokesman for the Somali 
Patriotic Movement - Somali Salvation Alliance [SPM- 
SSA] has described reports claiming that the assistance 
Boosaaso Port used to give to Kismaayo port, in 
southern Somalia, has been stopped as baseless. The 
reports appeared in AYAAMAHA edition 75 issued on 
27 November 1995. 


Spokesman Mr. Ahmed Mohamed (Hungub) Bidde said, 
similarly, reports in QARAN and HOG OGAAL on 
26 November on a clash between the SPM forces 
in Kismaayo, the capital of Jubadda Hoose region, 
and armed men accompanying a man by the name of 
Mohamed Haji Adan, who is one of the locals of the 
region, were unfounded. 
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Mr. Bidde has lastly warned the newspapers against 
writing baseless and untounded reports which could 
damage their integrity and the general stability. 


‘Warlords’ Warned Against Political Islam 


6AFO001D London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
15-21 Oct 95 pp 40-41 


{Report by “Ataf Zyn] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} London — When the UN Secu- 
rity Council decided to end the UN operation in Soma- 
lia on 31 March, its decision won unanimous support. It 
was described as ‘a turning point in Somalia’s history" 
and the history of the United Nations. Resolution 954 
addressed a political message to the commanders and 
leaders of the Somali factions that “the United Nations 
and its member states have become impatient with po- 
litical games,” particularly after the UN ‘Restore Hope’ 
operation had accomplished its objective in ending star- 
vation. The United Nations urged the warlords in So- 
malia to exercise a national sense of responsibility and 
achieve a solution to take their country out of the ruins 
of civil war. The “Restore Hope’ operation in Somalia, 
at the beginning of December 1992, was led by Ameri- 
can forces. These torces arrived at Mogadishu’s shores 
at the height of a chaotic situation caused by armed 
confrontations between Somali militias, united by their 
desire to topple President Siad Barre’s regime. President 
Barre’s rule ended on 27 January 1991 after 22 years in 
power. During this period, Somalia became a member 
of the Arab League and established close relations with 
the Red Sea countries, led by Saudi Arabia. 


Seven months after the withdrawal of the UN forces, 
including the U.S. forces, from Somalia on 31 March 
and the Somali leaders’ assumption of power, all signs 
indicate that an almost certain confrontation will again 
take place between the warlords and yesterday's allies, 
Gen. Mohamed Farah Aidid and interim President Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed. Because Somalia enjoys an important 
Strategic position in the Red Sea area, attention in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council states, Egypt, and the North 
African belt is again focusing on this country where 
developments can have different effects on the Horn of 
Africa region, which is vital to regional security and 
peace. 

Two weeks before the UN forces began withdrawing 
from Somalia, Robert Oakley, special envoy of Presi- 
dents George Bush and Bill Clinton to Somalia, stated in 
Nairobi that "following the withdrawal of the UN forces, 
the situation in Somalia could deteriorate to something 
similar to the violence in Afghanistan.” When AL- 
MAJALLAH asked him to clarify what he meant, he 
said: “The Somali factions, including Gen. Farah Aidid, 
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must quickly reach a new formula to share power and 
rebuild the country’s institutions. Otherwise, the insti- 
tutional vacuum in the country, coupled with the polit- 
ical vacuum — in the absence of an executive author- 
ity acceptable to all the parties — will lead the coun- 
try to a dangerous situation similar to what exists in 
Afghanistan. There, factions united by their resistance to 
foreign presence began fighting each other when the So- 
viets departed, because they were anxious to divide the 
Soviet occupier’s legacy.” One of Oakley’s noticeable 
activities during the relief conference in Nairobi was his 
meeting with Aidid. The strange thing was that a few 
months before this meeting, retired Admiral Jonathan 
Howe, the UN secretary general's special envoy to So- 
malia, offered a $25,000 reward to anyone leading to 
Aidid’s arrest. The command of the UN forces had ac- 
cused Aidid of being responsible for the armed ambush 
in Mogadishu, on 8 June 1993, in which eight US. 
marines were killed. Aidid’s supporters opened fire at 
the American soldiers at the height of the hostilities in 
Somalia, which spread in response to inflammatory slo- 
gans by Aidid. He was implementing a plan to win the 
support of the Somali people, who are inflamed by hot 
political slogans, at a time when all political values had 
been destroyed with the fall of the first and the last pres- 
ident of a free and united Somalia. 


From a fugitive who disappeared from the sight of 
UN forces to a “national leader" busy recasting his 
role at the expense of the people's sufferings, Aidid 
changed several political roles within a few months. The 
Somali National Alliance (the grouping of pro-Aidid 
factions) held a conference in southern Mogadishu 
on 25 June 1995. At the end of this conference, 
the alliance announced the appointment of Aidid as 
president of Somalia for three years and authorized him 
to extend his term by another two years, if necessary. 
Aidid’s government won Libya’s recognition when it 
was announced. What is strange is that the notables of 
the Habr Gedir-Sa’ ad tribe, to which Aidid belongs, held 
a conference four days earlier and removed Aidid from 
his post as chairman of the United Somali Congress, 
the political framework of this tribe. Interim President 
Ali Mahdi rejected the election of his opponent, Aidid, 
describing the whole affair as "a comedy that will not 
help solve the situation in this vital part of the Arab and 
African worlds." 


Despite this rejection with which Aidid’s ambitious plan 
was met by his clansmen and later by his political 
rival, interim President Ali Mahdi, Aidid has continued 
with his plan, undisturbed, relying on an international 
blessing, which he apparently won during his meeting 
with American envoy Robert Oakley on the sidelines of 
the relief conference in Nairobi. Considering the famous 
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political saying that "thre are no permanent friendships, 
but only permanent interests,” is it in the interest of 
the United States for Somalia to witness the birth of 
the second modern state at the hands of Aidid? What 
reasons make the U.S. Administration want to cooperate 
with Aidid anu help him rebuild the Somali state when 
earlier it supported the UN decision to declare Aidid an 
outlaw and to offer a fat financial reward for anyone 
leading to his arrest? 


More than a month before Aidid declared his state in 
southern Mogadishu and during a news conference he 
held in the Somali capital on 13 May, the Somali Islamic 
organization "Jihad-al-Islam” threatened to launch a war 
against al! the factions if they do not find a solution to 
the political impasse in Somalia within two months. A 
spokesman for Jihad-al-Islam said at a news conference 
that “the Islamic organizations will declare a holy 
struggle [al-jihad al-muqaddas] to liberate the country, 
save the Somali people, and establish the rule of tslamic 
law [shari’ah].” Shaykh Abbas Bin Omar, the Jihad- 
al-Islam’s spokesman, called on all the Somali Islamic 
fachons to unite under one banner to launch the holy 
struggle. He noted that “thousands of youths have begun 
arriving at the headquarters of the Islamic organizations 
offering to defend the interests of the simple people, 
who have become the fuel in the warlords’ struggle 
for power and gains.” Shaykh Abbas Bin Omar said 
that his organization constitutes "a new authority, which 
emerged at the appropriate time to save the Somali 
people from the disasters of civil war.” The Jihad-al- 
Islam's spokesman revealed that his organization has 
obtained "complete support from the Taliban Movement 
in Afghanistan and other neighboring states,” which he 
did not name. 


The emergence of a political Islam movement in Soma- 
lia and the announcement that it is ready to play a seri- 
ous political role to rebuild the state was one of the most 
significant political developments in this country, where 
State institutions fell with the fall of its first president 
after independence. The Somali people are mostly Mus- 
lim, living in rural areas where tribal institutions play 
a vital role in running their social and political lives. 
Religious organizations never clashed with the govern- 
ment security authorities during Siad Barre’s rule. Re- 
ligious societies worked for the public interest. They 
were involved in social activity. They had no political 
ambitions to play a national role and become an influ- 
ential player in the political arena. With the fall of Siad 
Barre’s regime and the outbreak of civil war, all the 
warlords burned their cards, leading to the creation of 
a dangerous political vacuum. This situation worsened 
with the unexpected UN decision to withdraw from So- 
malia. This political vacuum was created before Somalia 
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could stand on its feet again to rebuild itself and restore 
the state institutions under a strong centrai government 
that would spare the country the evil of division into 
smail states, such as the Northern Somali State, which 
revived the Northeastern Somali State in 1993. Thou- 
sands of Somalis have escaped from the militias and 
from hunger and sickness on small boats to Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia. 


Therefore, it was not surprising, in this atmosphere, 
to see the emergence of political Islam movements in 
Somalia, led by the Jihad-al-Islam Movement. They 
embarked on an ambitious national role to rebuild the 
State institutions, aided '»y their humble experience and 
guided by political prirciples suggested by the Taliban 
Movement or other Isl¢mic governments in the region or 
the Islamic world. A .eview of the struggle in Somalia 
shows that political Islam movements in the country 
have blatantly and illegitimately been subjected to 
Aidid’s opportunism. One month after the UN “Restore 
Hope” operation began in Somalia, the political Islam 
movements, in November 1992, adopted a strategic 
decision to secretly establish an alliance with Aidid to 
fight the U.S. and UN presence in Somalia. They did 
not want to make this public to avoid several problems. 
This strategy served Aidid’s interests. He was planning 
to confront the UN and the American forces to force 
them to recognize him as the sole party in Somalia to 
succeed Siad Barre. This alliance continued while the 
UN forces were in Somalia. When the United Nations 
began planning to withdraw its forces and preparations 
were made for Somali peace talks in Addis Ababa, Aidid 
surprisingly arrived in Ethiopia on board an American 
military aircraft. A U.S. Marine force also accompanied 
him to the airport in Mogadishu and made sure he got 
on the American military aircraft parked on the runway. 
All the observers who attended the Somali reconciliation 
conference in Ethiopia realized that Aidid’s political 
role was taking a new turn with Washington's blessings. 
The United States changed its position toward the 
primary warlord in Somalia, thinking it was dealing 
with an established fact. After he used the Islamic 
groups to fight the UN forces and obtain recognition, 
Aidid turned against these groups during the Addis 
Ababa conference, promising to remove them from any 
political function to rebuild Somalia. 


Some Eritrean and Ethiopian sources say that Aidid 
promised to give the U.S. Administration all the infor- 
mation it needed about the political Islam movements 
in Somalia and in the Horn of Africa states. A few days 
after the conference in Addis Ababa, U.S. President Bill 
Clinton sent an important message to Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, which, according to THE WASH- 
INGTON POST, said that "the American aid to establish 
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the Somali police force will core from the 1994 bud- 
get for peacekeeping operations. We have decided to 
provide $12 million for the establishment of the police 
force in Somalia.” 


According to the latest reports from Somalia, citing 
people who have recently arrived :n London, Aidid 
has begun taking several measures to consolidate his 
authority. The destroyed ministries’ buildings have 
been restored to house his government's administration. 
Ministers in Aidid’s government have begun report’ 
to work regularly every morning. Aidid’s police forces 
have begun collecting the heavy weapons from the tribal 
militias that supported him. The heavy equipment and 
weapons will be painted in one color in preparation 
for the establishment of a single Somali Army. Former 
police officers and army soldiers are being regrouped, 
and centers have been opened for their training and 
rehabilitation. Aidid’s private militia has undergone 
training and has been turned into a force for his personal 
protection. On the administrative level, reports from 
Mogadishu indicate that Aidid has imposed taxes on 
many imported goods and private property. At the same 
time, Aidid pumped about 50 billion Somali shillings 
($S million) into the money market to revive trade 
and the economy. At the beginning of October, the 
Islamic Conference Organization convened a conference 
for all Somali tactions in Jeddah. Aidid himself did not 
attend the conference, but he sent a delegation. This 
conference ended with an important political statement, 
calling for a preparatory conference in Somalia before 
the end of November to form an acceptable national 
government and try to end the war between the tribes. 
The conference also called for the adoption of the 
shari’ah as a source of legislation in Somalia. 


AL-MAJALLAH asked Ali Hassan, a prominent Aidid 
adviser in London, why the general did not attend the 
Jeddah conference. He said: “The general received an 
invitation addressed to him as the leader of the United 
Somalia Congress and not as the legitimate president of 
the country.” The strangest thing in Aidid’s behavior 1s 
that he is a president striving for legitimacy that he does 
not have. Will Aidid’s sole legitimacy be the irreversible 
legitimacy? 


Political, Economic Situations Viewed 
YOAFOOOLA London AL-MAJALLAH tn Arabic 


15-21 Oct 9S pp 28-30 


[Report by ‘Umar al-Ansari] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Mogadishu — What was Gen- 
eral Aidid’s intention in invading Baidoa, particularly 
after forming his new fictitious government of 65 min- 
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isters and deputy ministers? Why did Aidid choose this 
time to invade Baidoa? 


One of the most important objectives of Aidid’s inva- 
sion of Baidoa was to seize its agricultural crop. His 
move came at a time when he announced his govern- 
ment’s budget of $35 million. There was no doubt that 
Baidoa had all the attractions .o make “His Excellency 
the General" decide to invade it. His opponents, includ- 
ing his worst enemies, Colonel Hassanow Mohamed 
Nur, Abdallah Abdi, and Abdi Musa Miyo, leader of 
the Somali Democratic Movement live there, and he 
wants to take out his revenge on them. Foreigners also 
live in Baidoa, and they are an important card, which 
Aidid likes to exploit and harass. As the letters Aidid re- 
ceives from some organizations that support him show, 
he undoubtedly receives aid in the name of the Somali 
people, but he uses this money to feed his war machine. 
One of these organizations is the U.S. H.C.M. [abbre- 
viation in English], which send him containers valued 
at millions of dollars supposedl, a» aid for the educa- 
onai, nealth, and other sectors. Aidid has done nothing 
to help these sectors. The Somali people still depend on 
the help of some Islamic organizations. Aidid exploits 
these organizations which offer him aid as the president 
of the Somali people! 


Some people believe that the invasion of Baidoa is the 
start of Aidid’s threatened military solution. However, 
this is unlikely for several reasons. The most impor- 
tant reason is the reduction in Aidid’s military strength. 
Many Somali youths have turned away from the bat- 
tlefront. Neither can he finance such a war, particularly 
after his primary financial supporter, Osman Atto, has 
abandoned him. Some Somalis say that if Aidid had 
any power, he would have captured Atto’s headquarters, 
which is about 300 meters from him. In this respect, it 
seems that the general has been content in exchanging 
insults with his adversary through their private radio 
Stations. 


Aidid’s invasion of Baidoa comes at a time when 
the Somali people were trying to catch their breath 
following a destructive five-year war. His move has 
caused much pessimism and anger anong the Somalis, 
including Aidid’s supporters. The general, however, is 
betting that some states, including Sudan, Irag, Ethiopia, 
and Eritrea will recognize his government. Still, some 
Somalis do not take his statements seriously, because 
he is weak. His weakness became more evident after 
Osman Atto recently made an alliance with Ali Mahdi. 


As for the general’s government, which he wants to 
impose on the people, most experts inside and outside 
Somalia think that it will fail. Osman Adam, a member 
of the National Alliance for Salvation in Somalia, 
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affirms that the government, which only represents 
about 10 percent of the people, cannot succeed. This 
government is not what the Somali people have dreamed 
about. 


Aidid is using some destroyed government buildings 
as Offices for iis government’s administration. The 
only equipment one can see are the automalic weapons 
his soldiers carry outside the destroyed buildings. One 
can only meet his excellency the general after passing 
through several channels, like trying to meet any head 
of state in the world. A journalist cannot carry out his 
work in the west bank, which is under Aidid’s control, 
unless he secures a permit for $20. Anyone violating 
this rule can face the fate of Journalist Musa Ahmed, 
a BBC correspondent jailed on charges of harming the 
State! 


As for the government's budget, which has been beefed 
up with the occupation of Baidoa, it is based on 
a weapon's tax, which Aidid imposed on various 
organizations that use weapons to protect their members. 
The general has ' =< d a $20 monthly fee for every 
Kalashnikov rifle. | ‘so has taken control of the 
port where he is pla%i." 2 to impose taxes on exports 
and imports. This is a profitable business, particularly 
regarding imports, such as fuel and Qat or exports, such 
as bananas. 


The general has promised to carry out development 
projects, such as schools, hospitals, and electricity, 
which are almost impossible to achieve. 


While Aidid has created an exciting atmosphere around 
him, life has begun returning to normal in Mogadishu. 
People ae carrying out iheir businesses. Many young 
people have begun looking for work in agriculture ov 
cattle breeding, away from fighting. Outside Mogadishu, 
one can see several young people walking behind cattle 
and camel herds. A visitor to Mogadishu will also notice 
the return to normal life in restaurants and shops. A plate 
of pasta with fish is only $1. Many young people also 
spend time in movie theaters, which are advertised by 
loudspeakers mounted on cars, and in Qat sessions and 
domino games on several streets. It is worth mentioning 
that at least 20 small aircraft loaded with Qat arrive from 
Kenya and Ethiopia weekly. The daily consumption of 
Qat in Mogadishu alone is estimated at $1 million. 
This is a realistic figure, as Dr. Ali Shaykh Abukar, a 
Somali academician and deputy chairman of the Somali 
Reconciliation Council, says. 


Commercial life has also begun returning to normal, de- 
spite some merchants’ fears. Trade is witnessing aston- 
ishing development, particularly following the launch- 
ing of the Barakah Trade Company by Somali Busi- 
nessman Ahmed Jim’aleh. This company has introduced 
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satellite communications. It is also involved in banking, 
postal, and general trade activity. This company is a 
distributor of cellular phones, which went into service 
in Somalia before some other Arab countries. A cellular 
phone costs $400. Thanks to this company’s banking in- 
stitution, Somalis have begun receiving money transfers 
from their relatives abroad. They can also now receive 
mail. 


Mohamed Farah Aidid and Ali Mahdi Mohamed enjoy 
much popularity among the Somalis. Neutral observers 
say that Ali Mahdi Mohamed enjoyed legitimacy at 
the beginning when he was supported by the Djibouti 
conference in 1991. Although Aidid is hated by his 
opponents as the leading warlord in Somalia, he is 
also admired by many Somalis as the person whio 
opposed and fought the U.S. forces, which sought to 
“occupy” Somalia in the fifth occupation attempt in the 
past 500 years. The Somalis support any. leader who 
Stands against what they consider as occupation. This 
was one of the important points Aidid exploited during 
the deployment of the UN forces in Mogadishu, which 
hates the arrival of foreigners, whether for good or 
bad. Therefore, to them, he is more deserving of the 
presidency than Ali Mahdi Mohmed, who was lenient 
in dealing with the West. They think that if Ali Mahdi 
Mohmed had his way, he would sell them to the New 
World Order, led by the United States. I do not know 
how true this is. I report it as I heard it from them. 


However, we must not forget that the Somalis are a 
Muslim Arab people. They are now trying to dress their 
wounds and regain their stability under an honest leader 
who will apply the Islamic law {shari’ah]. They were 
deprived of this under the late President Siad Barre, «tio 
nurtured Commnism. But they will have the solution 
under leader Ali Mahdi, who promised to apply the 
Islamic shari’ah when he assumes full control of the 
country. 


Life in the northern region, governed by Ali Mahdi, 
where Islamic shari’ah is being applied, is better than 
in the tense south. This is something that many people 
think will work in favor of Ali Mahdi. The application 
of the shari’ah promised by Mahdi is an important issue 
to the Somali people. Therefore, when Aidid became 
aware of its effect on the Somali people, he also began 
talking about it. However, there were no indications of 
this when he formed his new 31-member government. 
Ali Mahdi has threatened to form a government, if Aidid 
forms one. Nevertheless, he did not do that when Aidid 
announced the formation of his government. 
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Islamic Courts, Reconciliation Councils Viewed 
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[Report by ‘Umar al-Ansari| 


(FBIS Translated Text} Mc gadishu — The new phe- 
nomenon that has begun to impose itself on the Somali 
political scene is the Islamic courts. They have begur 
proving themselves, although they have been in exis- 
tence for no more than three years. 


Shaykh Sharif Muhidin, president of the Somali shari’ ah 
courts, has affirmed that the shariah courts are the 
only thing that can lead Somalia to safety, after all the 
ageements have failed. He noted that the shari’ah is the 
only thing on which the Somalis agree. 


Shaykh Muhidin added that what these courts have 
accomp}ished in such a short time shows that the Somal: 
Muslim people have accepted them. it is noteworthy that 
the Islamic courts, which began operating in Mogadishu, 
have gradually spread to many provinces, particularly in 
the center, the south, and the northeast. 


Some Muslim ulema have reservations regarding the 
Shari'ah courts, because, they think, only a judge can 
apply the shari’ah. This is something that Somalia lacks 
by virtue of its circumstances. However, the Somalis 
object to this, insisting that these courts were established 
by people who can interpret the shar‘iah. They also say 
that the people accept them. Had it not been for these 
courts, there would have been no stability and the gangs 
would have continued to carry out their criminal actions. 
The Somali reconciliation councils also have played a 
big role on the popular level. They continue to carry out 
different activity. There are two reconciliation councils 
in Somalia. One of them is the Somali Reconciliation 
Council, which Somali academicians have established. 
Dr. Abdirahman Maalin, a Canadian citizen, is the 
chairman of this council. His deputy is Dr. Ali Shaykh 
Ahmed Abukar, a professor at the (former) King Sa’ud 
University in Saudi Arabia. 


The two men mobilized a number of Somali academi- 
cians, notables, and scholars. The council has achieved 
big successes on the popular level. It has so far per- 
suaded many Somalis to abandon violence and tribal 
fanaticism. The council holds reconciliation meetings 
between co.flicting parties. It has prevented war be- 
tween two tribes after one of them kidnapped a child of 
the sultan cf the other tribe. 


Council Chairman Dr. Abdirahman Maalin says that 
the council is undertaking its work gradually from 
the bo tom upward. Dr. Maalin hopes that the council 
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would achieve a comprehensive reconciliation among 
the various Somali tribes within a very short time. 


The second group working for reconciliation is com- 
posed of notables and sultans. The Somali Reconcilia- 
tion Council seeks the help of this group, which is con- 
trolled by lawyers from the Habr Gedir tribe, to which 
Aidid belongs. This group has also achieved big suc- 
cesses. It has initiated a reconciliation between the two 
main warlords, Ali Mahdi and Aidid. Its chairman Dr. 
Hasan Dambal has confirmed that the council has se- 
cured an agreement in principle from Ali ‘ahdi to ac- 
cept the solution the Somali notables will work out. 
However, Aidid still represents an obstacle to their ef- 
forts. Dr. Dambal confirms that if Aidid refuses to ac- 
cept the council’s solution within the next three months, 
the council and the Habr Gedir tribe will abandon him. 
According to Dr. Damial, Aidid is a general command- 
ing a tribe and not an army. The tribe lends him support. 
If he rejects peace, the iribe will definitely abandon him. 


Overview of Islamic Philanthropic Activity 
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[Report by "Umar al-Ansari]} 


[FBIS Translated Text) Mogadishu—Since the with- 
drawal of the UN forces, many Somalis have been won- 
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dering about their new source of livelihood or relief. 
Although many people expected all the relief organi- 
zations to leave Somalia, Islamic philanthropic activity 
continued, defying all circumstances. More than 10 Is- 
lamic organizations exist in Mogadishu alone, providing 
all kinds of relief assistance. 


The World Islamic Relief Organization is considered the 
most important of these organizations. Shaykh *Abd-al- 
Rahman al-Qa’idi, who comes to Somalia from time to 
time, affirms that the Islamic Relief Organization op- 
erated in Somalia even before the crisis. It is playing 
an important role in providing assistance to the Soma- 
lis, both in health care and education. He adds that the 
Organization is currently trying to rehabilitate and re- 
Open a number of services destroyed by the war, includ- 
ing schools and hospitals. The only secondary school in 
Somalia has been reopened, thanks to the Islamic Re- 
lief Organization. Besides this organization, there are 
other organizations still carrying out their relief and hu- 
manitarian activity, such as the Ibrahim Ibrahim Phil- 
anthropic Foundation, the Committee of Muslims of 
Africa, the Islamic Heritage Society, and the Reform 
Society. 
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Gore Visit Expected To Strengthen Relations 


MB3011125495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1242 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[Report by Eleanor Momberg] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} PRETORIA Nov 30 SAPA — 
Relations between South Africa [SA] and the United 
States are set to strengthen with the signing of a number 
of cooperation agreements during Vice-President Al 
Gore’s visit to South Africa next week. 


Gore, accompanied by his wife Tipper, Secretary for 
Commerce Ronald Brown, Secretary for Energy Hazel 
O’Leary, Secretary for the Interior Bruce Babbit, Assis- 
tant to President Bill Clinton in Science and Technology 
John Gibbons, and representatives of the Peace Corps 
are expected to arrive on Monday night for a three-day 
visit. 

The visit is by invitation of Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki, with whom Gore co-chairs the US-South Africa 
Binational Commission, set up during Mbeki’s visit to 
the US in March. 


The commission facilitates business development, en- 
vironmental conservation, energy and people develop- 
ment, education, science and technology. Semi-annual 
meetings are to be held to ensure bilateral efforts move 
ahead. 


Several committees started meeting in Gauteng this 
week to assess progress made in the past six months 
and to set the agenda for future undertakings by the 
commission. 


Meetings of the local and US co-chairmen of each 
commission committee would take place next week, 
Mbeki’s parliamentary adviser Essop Pahad said at a 
media briefing in Pretoria on Thursday. 


Mbeki and Gore, he said, had established a good rapport 
during Mbeki’s US visit. 


"It has helped to give impetus to the commission,” he 
said. 


Referring to this week’s visit to South Africa by Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister Oleg Soskovets, during which 
14 cooperation agreements were signed, Pahad said it 
was a matter of some pride for South Africans that the 
two most powerful countries in the world had decided 
to sign agreements with South Africa. 


According to Pahad the possibility of setting up an 
additional commission to deal with agriculture would 
be discussed next week. This might mean an increase 
in agricultural exports to the US. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 11 


Also expected to be signed were agreements on youth 
development and the Peace Corps, which wanted to 
begin operating in especially the rural areas of South 
Africa. 


The establishment of a technical assistance centre and 
a US-SA trading house would also be discussed. 


On May 5 last year Clinton announced a three-year 
US$600 million trade, investment and development 
package to help the new South African Government 
generate jobs, finance housing and health delivery sys- 
tems, improve education and promote good governance. 


Mandela Urges Strong Action Against Nigeria 


MB2911204695 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 26 Nov 95 p 4 


{Report on interview with President Nelson Mandela 
by foreign correspondent Cameron Duodu in Houghton, 
Johannesburg, on 24 November] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela has 
urged Nigerian democrats to take a leaf from South 
Africa’s struggle for human rights in their opposition 
to the “barbaric, corrupt, irresponsible and arrogant” 
military dictatorship of General Sani Abacha. 


Speaking in an exclusive interview in Houghton on 
Friday [24 November], Mandela said South Africa and 
its president had an important role in campaigning for 
"the strongest action”, including oil sanctions, to be 
applied against Nigeria “to ensure that democracy is 
attained in the shortest possible time”. But in the final 
analysis “the pace and outcome of these campaigns 
depend on Nigerians themselvcs”, he said. 


Mandela expressed disappointment at the lack of an 
effective and vigorous movement of resistance against 
Abacha inside Nigeria: “It is of no use for Nigerian 
leaders to shout from abroad and not to eiisure that the 
fires of resistance are burning inside Nigeria. 


"In our case (in South Africa), we recognised the im- 
portance of some of the leaders of the liberation move- 
ment going abroad to mobilise international opinion 
behind the liberation movement. Nevertheless, interna- 
tional support was merely subordinate to what we were 
doing inside the country during the most difficult times. 


"Our people inside the country went underground to 
mobilise because our organisation was banned. Our 
people were arrested, detained without trial for months 
on end. Some were tortured and killed by the police in 
police custody. Some were thrown in jail to serve life. 
Others were shot down, massacred on many occasions, 
during peaceful street demonstrations. But we did not 
flinch. 
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"We did not give in because international opinion would 
not have been mobilised if there was no vigorous and 
effective resistance movement inside the country. That 
is what is lacking in Nigeria, and Nigerian leaders that 
are blaming South Africa and its president, are merely 
diverting attention from their own weakness; from their 
failure to do what all democrats do to ensure that 
there are prominent leaders inside the country, who are 
prepared to face the music, and to challenge Abacha.” 


Mandela described his “hurt and anger” when he heard, 
while attending the Commonwealth heads of govern- 
ment meeting in Auckland, New Zealand, that Abacha 
had gone ahead "to murder the Ogoni activists", includ- 
ing the writer Ken Saro-Wiwa. 


He explained that, in the days before the executions, 
South Africa had been moved, “by a desire to save 
lives", to approach the Nigerian authorities "sensitively, 
to persuade them not to take irrational decisions". That 
approach had been "vindicated" by the fact that the death 
sentences in the trial of General Olusegun Obasanjo, 
the former Nigerian head of state, and others, were 
commuted. 


Those who criticised him for not taking stronger ac- 
tion before the executions of the Ogoni activists would 
equally have argued, had he used such methods and the 
executions had taken place, that "by our recklessness, 
we were fc. ~onsible for the hangings". After the ex- 
ecutions, said Mandela, "I felt we were dealing with 
an insensitive, frightened dictator, and in my view, we 
should use the strongest method to show our disgust and 
resentment of what he had done. 


"What we are now proposing are short and sharp mea- 
sures which will produce the results Nigerians and the 
world desire. We are dealing with an illegitimate, bar- 
baric, arrogant, military dictatorship which has mur- 
dered activists, using a kangaroo court, and using false 
evidence." 


Asked whether he thought that the British prime min- 
ister, John Major, and the U.S. president, Bill Clinton, 
would support the imposition of oil sanctions against 
Nigeria, Mandela said that Major had said that for 
Britain to come on stream, it would be necessary to 
have a resolution adopted by the UN Security Council 
binding everybody. 


But Major had indicated to him there was a technical, 
but real, problem, in that China had stated that it would 
block such a resolution in the Security Council. 


"I haven’t had the opportunity to speak to [Chinese] 
president Jiang Zemin and I have the hope that if | 
succeed in speaking directly to him over the telephone 


FBIS-AFR-95-230 
30 November 1995 


I may be able to reach some accommodation with him,” 
Mandela said. 


"I am not pessimistic,” Mandela added. "My first 
attempt with prime minister Major was not as effective 
as it could be. I am going to continue talking to 
Clinton, Major, to Jiang Zemin, and other leaders. | am 
determined to do so because I believe that very firm 
action should be taken against Nigeria." 


Commenting on the deputation that the Shell petroleum 
company had sent to see him, Mandela said: "I told 
them that I expect them to suspend the project which 
they have launched in Nigeria, costing $4 billion (R15 
billion [rands]}): to suspend it as a mark of protest. And 
when they hesitated to do so, I warned them that we 
are going to take action against them in this country, 
because we can't allow people to think in terms of their 
gains, when the very lives of human beings are involved. 
That is the extent to which I have gone in this regard.” 


I asked Mandela why it was that, after spending so much 
time and energy to build a government of national unity 
in South Africa, he seemed to be putting it all at risk 
by rejecting the appeal by former president PW Botha 
and others regarding the prosecution of General Magnus 
Malan. 


Mandela said: "I shall not intervene in the matter be- 
cause those who now criticise me are being thoroughly 
dishonest. We insisted, at the beginning of the negoti- 
ations, that we should grant a wholesale indemnity to 
all people who had committed offences in the course of 
the struggle. 


"The National Party government of De Klerk refused, 
rejected that. They said every individual should apply 
to be granted an amnesty in respect of any crime he had 
committed, for which he wanted indemnity. And that is 
what our people did. 


"And what is more is that there were people who were 
not covered by the amnesty, who were arrested members 
of the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] of Buthelezi, mem- 
bers of the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress], members of 
Azapo [Azanian People’s Organization], and members 
of the ANC. And some of them (were) top people — 
commanders, people who were directors-general when 
Chief Buthelezi was the chief minister. They were ar- 
rested. That was given prominence in the press. 


"De Klerk, PW Botha, never raised a finger, because it 
was blacks who were being arrested. But when the same 
thing is done to whites, now they tell us that we are not 
acting in an even-handed manner. Members of the ANC 
have been arrested, and we did not protest: we did not 
ask the attorney-general to withdraw (the cases) against 
them. The last time was about three weeks ago, when 
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the attorney- general issued warrants of arrest against 
members of the ANC. 


"Those warrants of arrest have been executed. We didn’t 
say anything. De Klerk and PW Botha and the whole 
of this clique that is now crying crocodile tears, they 
never said anything. But once the whites, and Afrikaners 
at that, are arrested, then, different morality. I will not 
accept that. I am going to act in an even-handed manner. 
I recognise (and) regard the attorney-general as being 
independent and I will not interfere with his decisions." 


Mandela’s last word on Nigeria was: “Abacha is sitting 
on a volcano. And I am going to explode it under him." 


Shell To Continue Nigerian Gas Project 


MB2911192395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1853 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG Nov 29 
SAPA — Shell would proceed with the Nigerian 
liquefied natural gas project despite a personal appeal 
from President Nelson Mandela for it to pull out, Shell 
International’s Regional Assistant Co-ordinator John 
Barry said on Wednesday [29 November]. 


Addressing an international media briefing in Johannes- 
burg, he said there were very strong reasons for the 
project to go ahead. “I do not see why it should be 
stopped." Mandela cailed on Shell to pull out of the 
project as a punitive measure against the Nigerian mil- 
itary regime’s hanging of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight 
other minority rights activists recently. 


Addressing the same briefing, chief executive of Shell 
South Africa John Drake said he was seeking a further 
meeting with Mandela on the Nigerian issue. He denied 
reports saying Shell was "summoned" to appear before 
Mandela last week. He had asked for the meeting to 
explain Shell’s position in Nigeria. He requested a 
second meeting with Mandela following media reports 
that the president was to call for "severe action” against 
Shell unless it pulled out of the liquefied gas project. 


Barry said Shell was technical adviser and 24 percent 
shareholder in the multi-billion rand gas project, which 
had taken 25 years to get to the present stage of 
development. Nigerian oil was light and contained 
more natural gas, an unavoidable by-product of oil 
production. Excess gas was flared [words indistinct] 
is not an option. I cannot see any downsides to the 
project going ahead," Barry said. It would significantly 
reduce gas flaring, create employment in the Niger delta 
and commercial sales contracts for liquefied gas had 
been negotiated with European and other buyers. The 
project would only start producing profits around 2007 
so the present Nigerian military leaders were unlikely to 
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benefit financially from it. Contracts had to be signed by 
the end of the year. If this did not happen, the purchasing 
contracts would lapse and it was probable the project, 
already postponed once, would be delayed for years, he 
Said. 


Parliamentary Team’s Visit to Nigeria Viewed 


MB2911102095 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0512 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{Telephone interview with Raymond Suttner, chairper- 
son of Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, by correspondent Sally Burdette on the "AM 
Live” program — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Burdette] Forty MPs from 
the Foreign Affairs Parliamentary Committee are in 
Pretoria this week to hear reports and discussions on 
the workings of the Department of Foreign Affairs. It’s 
the first time that the committee has traveled to Pretoria 
to see for itself how the department operates. Joining 
us on the line now is the chairperson of the committee, 
Raymond Suttner. Good morning, Mr. Suttner. First of 
all, we hear that a new delegation is going to go up to 
Nigeria. Could you give us some more details on that? 


[Suttner] Yes. We took a decision in the context of 
a broader overview of the question of an initiative 
regarding the process of democratization of Nigeria, 
on which we made a number of proposals. We also 
included in that a proposal that a delegation of the 
Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs 
should visit Nigeria and meet with forces from all 
sections of society, government, and a number of 
sections of the opposition, including those who are in 
jail, like Obasanjo and Abiola. 


[Burdette] Has that proposal been approved? 


[Suttner] Approved by the committee, and we have to 
work out the logistics of it. We haven't had time to do 
that, because we've been meeting continuously. 


[Burdette] Now, Nigeria has been uppermost on the 
agenda of your meetings. Were you satisfied with what 
Deputy Minister Aziz Pahad had to say about the way 
the department handled the entire issue? 


{Suttner] Well, we have certain criticisms or questions, 
but I think our concern was mainly to work on the 
basis of what had been achieved towards developing a 
broader, more comprehensive initiative which involved 
multiparty action towards democratization in Nigeria. 
We worked together with the department and the 
ministry towards developing this approach. 


{Burdette} One of the other issues seemed to be a break- 
down in communication — or not enough communica- 
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tion between your parliamentary committee and foreign 
affairs itself. Was that issue addressed, and has the prob- 
lem been solved? 


{Suttner] I think there is still a problem, but I think 
that this meeting and the briefings that we've had 
from a number of members of the department and 
the ministry have helped to develop the relationship 
between ourselves and the ministry and the department. 
I think one has to understand that traditionally there 
hasn’t been such a relationship, and we are trying to 
develop it. We are trying to develop a situation where 
we make an input into the process of formation of 
foreign policy and not just have a report after an event. 
I think there’s an understanding of a need for this and 
an appreciation of the contribution that we could make. 


[Burdette] The fact that the portfolio committee has 
made the suggestion, and not a foreign affairs depart- 
mental committee, to go up to Nigeria — does that per- 
haps indicate a lack of faith in the Department of For- 
eign Affairs? 


[Suttner] No, I don’t think so. The members of the 
department and the ministry were present in our meeting 
and indicated that they agreed with all our proposals. 
The deputy minister, the director general, the high 
commissioner were present there, and | think this was a 
proposal that emerged from a meeting where we shared 
ideas, and we developed a common approach. I think 
there are some things that a parliamentary committee 
can do which may be difficult fur the executive to do. 


[Burdette] Is it too early at this stage to tell us what 
sort of line that parliamentary committee will be taking 
when it goes up to Nigeria? 


{Suttner] You mean what approach it will adopt towards 
the people it meets, or the composition, or what? 


[Burdette] Well, both, really, but primarily the attitude 
you’re going to adopt towards Nigeria when you go up 
there? 


{Suttner] It’s a fact-finding mission, where we will try to 
elicit views on what is needed to create a climate of free 
political activity in Nigeria and what type of transition 
concept is necessary to achieve democracy in Nigeria. 


[Burdette] Another thing that probably has come up 
on your agenda during these meetings is the issue of 
Western Sahara, which has been calling on South Africa 
for diplomatic recognition. Has that issue been dealt 
with? 

[Suttner] It hasn’t been discussed in the present meet- 
ings, but it may well arise in the meetings of the next 
two days. 


[Burdette] What other issues are likely to come up? 
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[Suttner] In the next few days? These are internal 
meetings. I don’t think I’m at liberty to discuss the 
agenda of those meetings. 


[Burdette] And when is the parliamentary committee 
likely to go up to Nigeria? 


[Suttner] It’s very hard for me to say, because, as | 
said, we haven't worked out the logistics, but I think 
that there’s a feeling that it should be relatively soon. 


[Burdette] Thank you very much. The chairperson of 
the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee, Raymond 
Suttner, telling us that there’s a possibility that a 
parliamentary comu. ittee will be going up to Nigeria 
on a fact-finding mission. 


Nigerian Spokesman Praises Proposed Visit 


MB2911175795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1706 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Nov 29 
SAPA — The proposed fact-finding visit to Nigeria by 
a 40-strong South African parliamentary foreign affairs 
group was a positive development, a Nigerian foreign 
affairs spokesman said on Wednesday [29 November]. 


No application for the visit had yet been made and it was 
not possible to anticipate the reaction of military ruler 
Gen Sani Abacha’s regime until details of the visit were 
known, he said. Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman 
Raymond Suttner said on Tuesday they were planning 
a visit to Nigeria early next year. The group wanted to 
hold talks with Abacha, dissidents currently in prison 
and also visit Ogoniland, home-state of hanged author 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other minority rights activists. 


Russian Deputy Prime Minister Concludes Visit 


MB3011090895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0832 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Nov 30 SAPA 
— Russian First Deputy Prime Minister Oleg Soskovets 
and Western Cape Premier Hernus Kriel on Thursday 
[30 November] said they were o ‘c about closer 
cooperation and better unders' yetween their 
countries. 


Soskovets told journalists after half-hour talks in Kriel’s 
Cape Town office Russia and South \frica had much 
in common in the further developmemM of democracy in 
their respective countries. 


He had found Western Cape development programmes, 
as Outlined by Kriel, realistic. 


He was optimistic the relationship between the West- 
ern Cape National Party-contro!led administration and 
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the African National Congress-controlled central gov- 
ernment would be successful. 


Soskovets said he had been impressed by the central 
government’s constructive approach to development in 
southern Africa. 


He said Russia and South Africa had similar socio- 
economic development needs, such as in education, 
health care and housing. 


He said his visit had been an eye-opener. 


Kriel said talks on tourism and farming were under way 
between the province and Russia. 


Soskovets is on the last leg of an official five-day visit. 
He returns to Moscow on Thursday night after a sight- 
seeing tour of the Cape Peninsula and a visit to Robben 
Island. 


Soskovets had talks with President Nelson Mandela and 
other senior government leaders earlier this week in 
Pretoria. 


Brief Profiles of Truth Commission Members Given 


MB2911175895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1539 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} PRETORIA Nov 29 SAPA — 
The following people have been named to sit on the 
Truth and Reconciliation commission: 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu (chairperson) 


One of three Nobel Peace Prize winners from South 
Africa, Tutu is a household name. He is the archbishop 
of Cape Town of the Church of the Province of Southern 
Africa. 


Dr Alex Boraine (deputy chairperson) 


Boraine now serves as executive director of Justice 
in Transition, formed in August last year to focus on 
redressing past human rights violations. Ordained as 
a Methodist minister in 1938, he served as executive 
director of the Institute for Democracy in South Africa 
from 1986 to 1994. 


Mrs Mary Burton 


Burton was president of the Black Sash from 1986 to 
1990 and is still a member of the organisation. She has 
been involved in discussions and workshops relating to 
the Truth Commission. 


Advocate Chris de Jager 


De Jager, a lawyer, is a member of the Volkstaat 
[Afrikaner homeland] Council and a member of the 
Human Rights Commission. 


Rev Bongani Finca 
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Finca was appointed interim administrator of Ciskei 
after military ruler Brig Oupa Gqoza’s administration 
collapsed. He is now president of the Eastern Cape 
Provincial Council of Churches and a member of the 
National Executive Committee of the South African 
Council of Churches. 


Ms Sisi Kamphephe 


Kamphephe is a lawyer and a member of the Black 
Lawyers Association. 


Mr Richard Lyster 


Lyster is a lawyer and has been director of the Legal 
Resources Centre in Durban since 1990. He serves 
on the arbitration panel of the Independent Mediation 
Service of South Africa. 


Mr Wynand Malan 


Malan resigned as a National Party MP under former 
State President P W Botha. He then formed the National 
Democratic Movement, which later merged with the 
Progressive Federal Party to form the Democratic Party. 
He quit politics in 1989 and practices as an attorney and 
value systems management consultant. 


Ms Hlengiwe Mkhize 


Mkhize, the national director of mental health and 
substance abuse, is a psychologist who specialises 
in treating people traumatised by violence. She is a 
member of the South African Black Social Workers’ 
Association and the International Society of Medicine 
{words indistinct]. 


Mr Sumisa Ntsebeza 


Ntsebeza is an attorney and served as founder president 
of the National Association of Democratic Lawyers and 
later as president of the Black Lawyers Association 
[BLA]. He is now the BLA’s publicity secretary and 
serves as chairman of the prisoners welfare programme. 


Dr Wendy Orr 


Orr compiled a list of detainees who were tortured 
in Port Elizabeth in the mid 1980's and successfully 
filed an interdict against the minister of law and 
order to prevent police from assaulting prisoners. She 
is presently deputy registrar of student affairs at the 
University of Cape Town. 


Dr Mapule Ramashala 


Ramashala is a clinical psychologist and medical re- 
searcher who recently returned to South Africa. 


Dr Faizel Randera 
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Randera was a member of a committee of the National 
Medical and Dental Association that investigated the 
poisoning of former South African Council of Churches 
leader Rev Frank Chikane in 1989. Randera has worked 
extensively with human rights lawyers, providing med- 
ical/legal reports on people who suffered physical and 
psychological abuse. 


Dr Yasmin Sooka 


Sooka, a lawyer, is the national president of the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace. She served as a 
member of the legal task force in the National Co- 
ordinating Committee for the Repatriation of South 
African Exiles. 


Ms Glenda Wildschut 


Ms Wildschut is a social worker at the Western Cape 
Trauma Centre and has worked in the underprivileged 
communities in the Western Cape. She has also worked 
with victims of violence. 


Rev K M Mgojo 
Mgojo is a Methodist clergyman from KwaZulu-Natal. 
Advocate Denzil Potgieter 


Potgieter is a member of the Cape Bar who has appeared 
in various Civil and political rights matters. He acted as 
secretary for the presidential panel which shortlisted the 
Truth Commission candidates. 


NP Sought More ‘Balanced’ List 


MB2911195795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1846 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Nov 29 SAPA — 
The National Party [NP] would have liked to have seen 
a few names which had been omitted from the list of 
Truth Commission appointees, Deputy President F W 
de Klerk said on Wednesday [29 November] night. 


Speaking at a Foundation for the New South Africa 
function in Pretoria, de Klerk said the inclusion of 
certain people would have made for a better balanced 
Truth Commission. However, the party had decided 
"not to be obstructive". "Emphasis should be on the 
commission performing this task in such a way... that 
reconciliation will be served,” he said. 


The party had thus accepted that the list as presented 
to cabinet by President Nelson Mandela had to be 
accepted. [Words indistinct] on emphasis must be on 
insuring that the delicate issues are handled in a careful 
manner and that we do not slide back into polarisation 
which would damage reconciliation,” de Klerk said. He 
once again appealed for even-handedness, saying there 
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could not be double standards. Everyone, he said, should 
be treated according to the same laws and standards. 


De Klerk thanked the foundation for its involvement in 
the democratisation process in the country, expressing 
confidence that the new South Africa would work. 


Tutu ‘Deeply Humbled’ 


MB3011063095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0509 GMT 30 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] NEW YORK Nov 30 SAPA 
— Anglican Archbishop and Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Desmond Tutu — announced as head of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission on Wednesday [29 
November] — says he is “deeply humbled" by his 
appointment and hopes the commission will "open 
wounds" so as to cleanse them and "stop them from 
festering”. 


In a statement issued from New York, Tutu expressed 
the hope that the commission would be geared towards 
the victims of human rights abuses and would focus on 
rehabilitating them and restoring their dignity. 


"It is a very great privilege and honour to have been 
appointed as the head of the commission, and I am 
deeply humbled,” said Tutu in the statement. 


"The membership of the commission appears to rep- 
resent a fair spectrum of South African society, and 
comprises people who have special gifts to bring to the 
sensitive task of contributing to the healing process in 
our country." 


The statement was released on Tutu’s arrival from 
Cairo, where he and former American President Jimmy 
Carter facilitated talks between the heads of state of 
Rwanda and Burundi and neighbouring countries. 


Tutu is in New York to receive an award from the 
African American Institute. 


Tutu said the commission should do its work as quickly 
as possible so that South Africa could turn over a new 
leaf and close a "horrendous chapter” in its history. 


"True reconciliation is never cheap, for it is based on 
forgiveness which is costly," he said in the statement. 


"Forgiveness in turn depends on repentance, which has 
to be based on an acknowledgement of what was done 
wrong, and therefore on disclosure of the truth. You 
cannot forgive what you do not know." 


"I hope very much that people, especially those who 
have not previously had the opportunity of doing so, 
will come to the commission to tell their stories," the 
archbishop said in the statement. 
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ANC Welcomes Appointments 


MB3011075295 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 0500 GMT 30 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC has welcomed the 
appointments of the 17 members of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, saying that they were all 
people wiih integrity who represented a broad cross 
section of the South African society. 


The party said the commission, chosen by President 
Mandela and led by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, is 
well equipped to handle the challenges ahead. The 
National Party said highly qualified people who would 
have balanced the commission were overlooked. Deputy 
President F. W. de Klerk said he would, however, accept 
those appointed, and added that the commission will 
be guided by the constitution as well as the legislation 
governing the commission. 


NP Warns Against Use of English in Military 


MB2911195595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1849 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Nov 29 SAPA 
— The National Party [NP] has warned of looming 
confrontation after Parliament’s Defence Committee 
voted on Wednesday night to make English the only 
language of instruction, command and control in the 
SA [South Africa] National Defence Force [SANDF]. 


The ANC-dominated joint committee also called on 
Defence Minister Joe Modise to set up a task group to 
oversee the implementation of the resolution, which was 
passed during an eight-hour debate on the ministry’s 
draft white paper on defence. Inkatha Freedom Party 
MP Themba Khoza joined the 14 ANC members present 
in voting for the motion, while the NP members led 
by Senator Gerhard Koornhof voted against it after 
registering their "strongest objections”. 


Koornhof accused the ANC of using its majority in the 
committee to force through a recommendation which 
had serious implications for the Defence Force. "The 
committee has not taken into account the implications 
of this decision. This decision invites confrontation and 
goes against the Constitution,” he said. "It does not 
recognise the right of individuals to use the language 
of their choice. It also ignores the fact that a language 
can have an affect on the morale of troops.” 


ANC MP Lindiwe Sisulu said while the ANC respected 
the constitutional provision granting equal protection to 
all 11 languages, the military was a unique institution 
which required that only one language, English, be used 
in giving instructions. It was not realistic to expect that 
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orders could be given in all 11 languages to troops in 
"do or die situations". 


Koornhof told the committee it should be left to the 
discretion of Army commanders on the ground to 
decide which language should be used for a particular 
operation. "The rights of individuals to use the language 
of their choice must be taken into account. We need 
to be flexible,” Koornhof said. Sisulu, however, warned 
that leaving it to the discretion of commanders to decide 
on language use could lead to misunders\...dings with 
fatal results. 


SANDF headquarters strategy director Brigadier Len le 
Roux said the Defence Force’s present language policy 
allowed commanders “at a lower level" to decide which 
language would be best understood by a specific group 
of soldiers. 


Wiley proposed that a task group be established to 
investigate religion, language and sexual orientation in 
the Defence Force, but this was rejected by the ANC. 
The meeting briefly adjourned while ANC members 
held hurried consultations with committee Chairman 
Tony Yengeni and Deputy Defence Minister Ronnie 
Kasrils. When Yengeni reopened the meeting he told 
members he had been informed by the committee 
secretary that legal opinion should be sought on the 
constitutionality of the recommendation. 


However, ANC members said they did not believe the 
recommendation infringed the language provision of 
the Constitution and called for the motion to be voted 
on. The resolution states: “The SANDF shall respect 
the constitutional rights regarding language and shall 
endeavour to cater for the different languages of its 
members. 


"However, because of the unique nature of the military 
the SANDF shall apply one language policy for com- 
mand, control and instruction. That language shall be 
English.” 


SANDF Integration Moving at ‘Quicker Pace’ 


MB2911060695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2104 GMT 28 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Nov 28 SAPA — 
The integration process in the South African National 
Defence Force [SANDF] is moving at a quicker pace, 
with 14,734 members out of 17,824 successful recruits 
already being placed in specific units. 


Out of the 17,824, the Army has accepted 16,277, the 
Air Force 164, the Navy 300 and the Medical Services 
1,083. 
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According to an information bulletin issued by Defence 
headquarters on Tuesday, 1,567 former Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] and 
Azanian Peoples Liberation Army members who ini- 
tially applied had accepted demobilisation, while resig- 
nations, losses and absent without leave applicants num- 
bered 1,157. * 


There are 1,273 soldiers still in assembly areas, with 
another 965 expected to join them, while 13,322 aspirant 
soldiers are undergoing training at bridging units. 
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The integration process has resulted in the appoint- 
ments of two lieutenant-generals, a major-general, eight 
temporary miajor-generals, 17 brigadiers, four tempo- 
rary brigadiers, 49 colonels, three temporary colonels, 
121 lieutenant colonels and one temporary lieutenant- 
colonel. 
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Angola 


UNITA, Unavem Discuss Troop Confinement 


MB2911132195 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brigadier Abreu, of the gen- 
eral Staff of the Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola [FALA], met Lieutenant Colonel Teixeira, re- 
gional commander of the UN Angola Verification Mis- 
sion (Unavem]-3, in Vila Nova on 28 November. Lt. 
Col. Teixeira was accompanied by the commander of 
Unavem’s Uruguayan company. The FALA delegation 
included General Regresso and Brigadier Cololo. The 
meeting discussed troop confinement .nd misconduct 
by the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA; 


Sources close to Brig. Abreu say FAA forces remain in 
their positions at Pedra Alema, despite the confinement 
operation. FAA has stepped up its recruitment cam- 
paign. Reports from Vila Nova say FAA forces raided 
(Quendinhi) village on 28 November to plunder food 
from the residents. 


Meanwhile, Brig. Abreu today denied a BBC report that 
UNITA soldiers had left their barracks in Vila Nova. 
Brig. Abreu says the reports were in bad faith and 
accused the radio service of waging propaganda at the 


expense of peace. 


While UNITA soldiers continue to report to barracks, 
riot police and FAA units are not following suit — 
even though the confinement operation is supposed to 
be simultaneous. A UNITA source is worried about the 
delay and Unavem-3’s indifference about the matter. 
The source said Unavem-3 failed to inspect assembly 
areas for riot police on 23 and 24 November, a 
Situation that encourages the government to disregard 
its obligations. 


In Bie Province, two FAA companies plundered villages 
near Camacupa on 23 November. On 26 November, 
the same units, led by Captain Muandumba, raided 
villages near Muinha, Camacupa District, plundering all 
the residents’ property, including grain and livestock. 
Camacupa residents have urged Unavem-3 to ensure 
that the Angolan Government adheres to the Lusaka 
Protocol and orders FAA soldiers to report to barracks. 


There are worrisome movements by FAA soldiers in 
Cuanza Sul Province in violation of the cease-fire. Large 
FAA contingents, backed by artillery weapons, were 
moved from Conde to Ebo on 20 November for the pur- 
pose of infiltrating and destabilizing UNITA- controlled 
areas. Reports from Waku Kungo say government forces 
have been planting land mines on roads along the south 
bank of Queve River since 26 November. 
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FAA’s 13th Regiment stationed in Quilengues, Huila 
Province, continue to violate the Lusaka Protocol. 
On 25 November, FAA soldiers seriously wounded a 
member of (?UNITA’s) Catabola committee. In another 
development, Laurinda Futu was stabbed by FAA 
soldiers who then plundered property from residents 
accused of being UNITA sympathizers. 


Envoy Blames UNITA for Confinement Delays 


MB3011091095 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 30 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The UN Security Council is con- 
cerned about delays in the troop confinement process. 
In an interview he granted Radio Angola this morning, 
Angolan Ambassador to the UN Afonso van Dunem 
Mbinda said the UN Security Council is worried about 
the slowness of the process and has reissued its call to 
the government and the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA! to do their best to 
speed it up. Mbinda added that the UN Angola Veri- 
fication Mission has all the conditions to receive 150 
UNITA soldiers a day in the Vila Nova assembly area. 
He noted that delays have been caused by UNITA’s 
slowness. 


The UN Security Counc! views troop confinement as a 
key issue because everything else depends on it. 


Military Activities in Bengo, Cuanza Norte Noted 


MB2911142795 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] continue to launch military operations against 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA]-controlled areas in Bengo Province. Worried 
about the situation, the UNITA Military Command 
has sent the following protest note to the UN Angola 
Verification Mission [Unavem]-3: 


In Nambuangongo at 0800 on 26 November, while 
on routine maneuvers, UNITA forces were ambushed 
by the FAA on the (Quipa-Kuinguengo) road, 18 km 
from the capital of Gombe. These are UNITA-controlled 
areas. UNITA soldier Pascoal Arminho was seriously 
wounded in the 10-minute clash. 


At 0850 on 28 November, FAA's 66th Regiment was 
instructed by the Third Command to leave Muxaluando 
and bombard UNITA-controlled areas in (Ningo Zambi) 
with long-range guns. 


At 0830 on 27 November, FAA’s Bula Atumba battal- 
ion left from Gonguembo, Cuanza Norte Province, to 
capture the capital of Bula Atumba District. 
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At 0700 on 26 November, FAA reconnaissance groups 
from Gonguembo entered UNITA-controlled areas near 
the mouth of the Lombinge River, capturing UNITA 
soldier Evaristo Itulo, from Bula Atumba’s support 
battalion. The UNITA Military Command urges the 
government to release Itulo, and asks Unavem-3 to 
{words indistinct} 


FAA Reportedly Tries to Overrun Soyo Commune 


MB2911202595 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Two Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] battalions, supported by a platoon of South 
African mercenaries, tried to overrun Sumba Commune, 
18 km from oil-producing Soyo District, in Zaire 
Province, yesterday. According to military sources in 
the region, the military action began at 0930 and ended 
in the afternoon. There was no intervention by UN 
Blue Helmets. The UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] Military Command in 
the region (?deplored) this lack of intervention. We were 
attacked by a force that violated the Lusaka Protocol, 
in the presence of [words indistinct], a UNITA officer 
said in Sumba today. 


Journalist Reports Threats From State Security 


MB3011064195 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{From the "Ulti 1a Hora" program] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign journalists operating in 
Luanda have alleged once again that they are targets for 
intimidation. REUTERS correspondent Mario Paiva has 
told the BBC that Beto Cunha, a senior State security 
official, had made threats against him in the presence of 
witnesses. 

[Begin recording] [Paiva] According to the information 
we have received, the State security services have again 
gone on a crescendo of threats against the free exercise 
of journalism in Angola. I can tell you that one week ago 
we were threatened by this man who identified himself 
as Beto Cunha, a senior State security official. He used 
the following words, which I quote verbatim: You could 
die on the stairs. You could be shot and nothing would 
happen to me. 


My brother-in-law, who happened to be present at 
the time, was also threatened. He was told to stop 
accompanying me and showing support for my stands, 
or he might die at any time. I was-also told that 
we, the independent journalists, were not interpreting 
democracy correctly because police and the security 
services can neither be criticized nor mentioned. Thus, 
I think we are faced with a scenario of threats and 
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attempts to impede free journalism. | would add that 
this is not an isolated incident. The movements of 
independent and foreign media journalists are being 
closely monitored by State sec. rity agents. Lately, 
threats against journalists have become increasingly 
common. 


I would remind you that this year 0, ‘ned with the 
assassination of IMPARCIAL FAX director Ricardo 
Mello. My own name featured in a rather threatening 
Radio Angola editorial some time ago. Thus, there are 
several facets to this scenario of activities to impede 
free journalism. [end recording] 


Zimbabwe 


Pay for Government Officials More Than Doubles 


MB2511134395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0813 GMT 25 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] HARARE Nov 25 SAPA — 
The president, vice-presidents, cabinet ministers and 
MPs of financially- and drought-stricken Zimbabwe 
have been given increases in their salaries and al- 
lowances that more than double their annual incomes. 


President Robert Mugabe received the largest increase 
of 133 percent, according to details published in Sat- 
urday’s government gazette. From July 1996 he will 
receive the equivalent of R182,400 [rands] a year. 
This includes a salary of R102,400, a cabinet al- 
lowance of R48,000 and a R32,000 housing allowance. 
Vice-Presidents Joshua Nkomo and Simon Muzenda’s 
salaries go up by a more modest 116 percent. They 
will each take home R129,600, made up of a salary of 
R96,600, a R20,000 "general allowance” and a R16,000 
housing allowance. Mugabe and his vice-presidents live 
in expansive and luxurious official residences provided 
by the state. 


Economists say Mugabe will take home about the same 
as a Managing director in a major private corporation. 
They add, however, that only the officials’ salaries, 
and not their allowances, are taxed. The lavish hikes 
are expected to cause an outcry from financially- 
stressed Zimbabweans, struggling under the austerity of 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) economic reforms. 
Two months ago the IMF suspended a U.S.$60 million 
loan because of the government's failure to check its 
reckless spending habits. 


The increases were announced in the same wee} as 
cuts of R9 million in the Health Ministry Budget, that 
officials said would "seriously affect the health delivery 
service,” and R16 million in the provision of low-cost 
housing. 
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Acting Finance Minister Herbert Murerwa said the 
increases were the first since 1993. However, because of 
the country’s financial crisis and the drought, it had been 
decided that “everybody should make a sacrifice." Only 
half the increase, backdated to July this year, would 
become effective immediately, while the remainder 
would be payable in July 1996, he said. 


Speaker of Parliament Cyril Ndebele’s pay goes up 
111 percent to R103,200. Ministers’ incomes rise 121 
percent to R96,000, while ordinary MPs get the lowest 
rate of increase at 108 percent. They will in future 
receive R40,000 annually. 


Government Explains ‘Hefty’ Rises 
MB3011061695 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1910 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Zimbabwean Government 
has tried to justify the recent hefty pay rises awarded to 
President Robert Mugabe and his ministers, arguing that 
their salaries were peanuts. The minister of labor and 
social welfare, Dr. Nathan Shamuyarira, told ZIANA 
[ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] 
today that the salaries of top government officials were 
lower than those of their counterparts in the southern 
African region. 


The salaries of Mr. Mugabe, his two vice presidents, 
cabinet ministers, and 150 deputies were more than 
doubled in an announcement made in a government 
gazette last week. The announcement has caused general 
discontent among civil servants whose annual bonuses 
were suspended this year on the grounds that the gov- 
ernment could not afford to pay them their traditional 
end-of-year bonuses. Meanwhile, government workers’ 
trade unions have taken the matter of nonpayment of 
bonuses to court. 


Sithole Urges Mugabe To Quit, ‘Save’ Nation 


MB2311194195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1746 GMT 23 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] BULAWAYO Nov 23 SAPA 
— Zimbabwean opposition leader Reverend Ndabaningi 
Sithole has asked President Robert Mugabe to step down 
and "save our country from the destruction of your own 
making", the ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER-AFRICAN 
NEWS AGENCY] news agency reported on Thursday 
[30 November]. 


"As a senior citizen and organiser and commander-in- 
chief of the armed struggle, which effectively brought 
independence to our country, I plead with you (to) 
abandon the presidency, bearing in mind that Zimbabwe 
did not begin and will not end with Robert Mugabe," 
wrote Sithole in a letter handed to Mugabe’s security 
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men at his Munhumutapa offices in Harare last Friday 
[17 November]. 


Sithole on Thursday confirmed he had written the let- 
ter, adding Zimbabweans demanded the president step 
down because over the past 15 years he had led a 
corrupt government. The letter described Mugabe as a 
non-elected leader, who imposed himself on Zimbab- 
weans and is solely responsible for the country’s socio- 
economic hardships. Sithole said general elections in 
1980 and 1985 had been manipulated by the British 
Government to give Mugabe power and so prevent the 
war from flaring up again. 


The ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front} ruling party had then rigged the 1990 
and 1995 elections while Sithole’s house arrest, related 
to claims he was planning to assassinate Mugabe, was a 
ploy to stop him from challenging the president, he said. 
"This explains your insensitiveness to the democratic 
demands of the people and your lack of conscience 
when it comes to the question of justice,” Sithole said. 


Speaker Notes Problems Threatening Democracy 


MB2411181095 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 24 Nov95 p9 


[Report by Maxwell Pirikisi] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Zimbabwe government is 
in chaos as a rift between senior and junior members 
of the parliament (MPs) threaten to stifle parliamentary 
democracy, with some ignorant of their portfolios. 


At least four deputy ministers "do not know" what they 
are doing in government because “they were appointed 
to ministerial positions too quickly”. 


And a parliamentary select committee member says the 
parliamentary library has neither accurate nor up-to-date 
information giving rise to “waffling” by MPs. 


The country’s Parliamentary Speaker Cyril Ndebele told 
NEW NATION that deputy ministers Olivia Muchena 
(Agriculture), Zenzo Nsimbi (Industry and Commerce), 
Sithembiso Nyoni (Construction and National Housing) 
and Sikhanyiso Ndlovu (Higher Education) were “find- 
ing it hard" in government because they were elevated 
to senior positions "too quickly”. 


"May I remind you that these four deputy ministers 
have a peculiar problem in that they were appointed to 
ministerial positions too quickly. They should have been 
allowed some time as back-benchers in order to gain the 
necessary parliamentary experience before they can be 
posted to oversee ministerial affairs," Ndebele said. 


Ndebele’s remarks came after deputy minister Muchena 
had told a just-ended Commonwealth Parliamentary 
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Association (CPA) seminar in Bulawayo that "cabinet 
solidarity had robbed her of her freedom of speech”. 


"I don’t know what I’m supposed to be doing in 
parliament. I feel like I have lost my freedom of speech 
the moment I was elected into parliament. It’s like, I 
don’t really know how I’m supposed to perform my 
duties," Muchena said in her address. 


"I'm not exactly sure if I can criticise government or 
just support it because I sit in parliament.” 


Muchena later told NEW NATION that she did not 
know how to represent her constituency tn parliament 
and how to interpret and implement government legis- 
lation. 

She complained of being jeered by some of senior mem- 
bers of parliament — especially her male counterparts, 
a practice she said was now “an accepted norm”. 


Outspoken parliamentarian Irene Zindie concurred with 
Muchena and said Zimbabwe's parliament lacked a 
conducive atmosphere necessary for free debate. 


“Our house is no longer home for some of us, especially 
the juniors. There has been a marked loss of direction 
and vision by the old execution in the transition from 
the past parliament into the present one,” Zindie said. 


She called on old members of parliament to be patient 
with their juniors "in their learning process”. 

MP Mavis Chidzonga said cultural impediments were 
seriously affecting parliamentary democracy and urged 
government to consider “doing something about women 
MPs being passively obedient to whatever male MPs 
say”. 


Local Government, Rural and Urban Development min- 
ister John Nkomo said all MPs regardless of gender and 
seniority, should be afforded ample time to express their 
views on matters affecting their constituencies in par- 
liament without fear of jeers and reprisals. 


We must not be constrained in our debates, sometimes 
I find way because they think that I'm being construc- 
tively destructive, or even waffling for that matter,” said 
Nkomo [no begin quotation marks as published]. 


Another MP, Christopher Kuruneri, blamed waffling in 
the house of parliament on what he described as “an 
empty parliamentary library" which failed MPs in their 
researches. 


Kuruneri is a parliamentary select committee member 
who has just returned from a study tour of the Aus- 
tralian parliament where he found “more up-to-date in- 
formation about the government of Zimbabwe than we 
have about our own country in our own library ... no 
wonder most of us waffle". 
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Zimbabwe's parliamentary chief whip Border Gezi later 
told NEW NATION that his house had made “great 
Strides” in bridging gaps between junior and senior 
members. Government was also currently looking for 
possible ways of “improving and reviving” democracy 
in parliament. 


Mugabe Launches Party Membership Registration 
MB2211194995 Harare Zimbabwe National 


Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 22 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The president and secretary of 
ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic 
Front], Comrade Robert Mugabe, has launched the 
new party membership registration and computerization 
program in a meeting of the ruling party’s politbureau 
in Harare today. 


Speaking to reporters during the launching ceremony, 
Comrade Mugabe said all members of the party would 
be registered for the computerization program. He 
said the party had decided that full information about 
individual members must be compiled to enable better 
Organization of the party and ease the decision-making. 


Speaking at the same function, the secretary for finance, 
Comrade Emmerson Mnangagwa, said the ruling party 
has already begun sourcing funds from its members for 
the provincial elections scheduled for next year. 


Opposition Wins Harare South By-Election 


MB2711200295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 27 Nov 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zimbabwe's opposition mem- 
bers of Parliament in Zinibabwe have gone up by 50 
percent today, from two to three, following this week- 
end’s by-election in Harare South. The seat has been 
won by Margaret Dongo, one of the most outspoken 
critics of the ruling ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African Na- 
tional Union-Patriotic Front] since she fell out with them 
earlier this year. What is more, this is the second time 
she has fought for the seat. The courts ruled in her favor 
and scrapped the result of the April election in the con- 
stituency because of rigging. Our Harare correspondent, 
Adam Mbila, reports: 


[Mbila] Margaret Dongo sat almost impassively as 
the results of the rerun elections were read out this 
afternoon, but although her face did not show it, she 
must be extremely pleased by this victory after her long 
run-in and bitter dispute with the ruling ZANU-PF party. 
She has won the constituency of Harare South by a 
margin of nearly 1,500 votes. When the news reached 
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her supporters waiting outside, there were loud cheers 
and singing, and by this stage Mrs. Dongo was close to 
tears. Her only reaction was that she had grown tired 
after the grueling campaign, but, she added, ZANU- 
PF’s attempts to discredit her had proved that there are 
undemocrat.. elements inside the party. 


The one note of disappointment has been a very low 
turnout for this election: just 18 percent. It is said that 
many voters stayed away from the polls because they 
feared violencz, out in the end the whole thing passed 
off peacefully and the election supervisory commission 
declared the vote free and fair. 


Pilot Comments on Mugabe’s ‘Globe-Trotting’ 


MB3011111295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0935 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] HARARE Nov 30 SAPA — 
Zimbabwe's globe-trotting President Robert Mugabe 
recently set a personal record when he flew round the 
world on a series of international visits in a Boeing 
707 withdrawn from the national airline’s commercial 
service, and burned up 250 [metric] tons of fuel valued 
at about R400,000 [rands]. 


The weekly FINANCIAL GAZETTE newspaper quoted 
Air Zimbabwe pilot Capt Darryl Tarr, who flew the 34- 
year-old Boeing the 40,000km distance, saying: “This 
is a record for Air Zimbabwe, myself and for his 
excellency (Mugabe). By the time we had come back 
to Harare... we had completed the circumference of the 


Tarr said the trip had been incredibly challenging. For 
the two weeks until he returned on November 18 Mu- 
gabe, accompanied by 34 government officials, aides, 
journalists and a 16-member crew, flew to Namibia, 
South America, New Zealand, Singapore and Malaysia 
for a mixture of investment-seeking visits and the sum- 
mit meetings of the Commonwealth and the Group of 
15. 


The disclosure is expected to deepen criticism of 
Mugabe's high spending, and follows less than a week 
after he and members of his government increased 
their salaries by more than 100 percent, while the 
country faces an unprecedented financial crisis and the 
growing impatience of the International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank over the government's failure to cut 


expenditure. 


Economists calculated this week that the salary hike 
would cost R6.3 million. It was announced days after a 
cut of R9 million from the government's health budget, 
made on the grounds of austerity. 
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In 1993 Mugabe set a personal record of 19 trips abroad 
in the year. 


After returning from his global circumnavigation, he 
spent a week at home, and on Sunday left for The Hague 
in the Netherlands for a meeting of the Global Coalition 
for Africa. Mugabe is currently on a State visit to Austria 
and is expected back in Harare at the weekend. 


iirms Accuse Scuth Africa of ‘Dumping’ Products 


MB2911143095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1239 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) BULAWAYO Nov 29 SAPA 
— Zimbabwean firms. nervous about fierce foreign 
competition, are accusing South African exporters of 
“dumping” products on the local market. 


Industrialists told ZIANA [ZIMBABWE_INTER- 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] news agency in separaie 
interviews on Wednesday South African firms were 
“dumping” batteries, steel tubing, vehicle parts and 
accessories, textile and rubber products. Dumping is 
an international trade term used when exporters are 
accused of selling their goods on foreign markets be- 
low their marginal cost of production. "We have been 
observing this quietly,” a manufacturer said. "Now the 
playing field is not level and its time our government 
gives us due protection from this unfair competition.” 


Matabeleland Chamber of Industries President Eugene 
Matikiti said the South African Government gave export 
incentives to its manufacturers who in turn dumped on 
the Zimbabwean market. “These incentives are tanta- 
mount to dumping. We have told our government ev- 
erything it needs to know >but action is not forthcoming.” 


Zimbabwe early last year phased out a system of giving 
direct export-based incentives to manufacturers as part 
of market reforms launched in 1991. Together with the 
opening up of the market, that increased competition 
for local manufacturers. A steel tubing manufacturing 
company said it had had to cut production, operate 
below capacity and retrench staff to remain competitive. 
It is estimated more than 8,000 [metric] tons of steel 
tubing were dumped on the Zimbabwean market by 
South African companies in the past two years. "We 
are all waiting for results of a tariff review exercise 
conducted by government to see if it is going to impose 
anti-dumping tariffs, as the United States did to protect 
its local industry,” a company official said. 


The Zimbabwean Government was last July forced to 
introduce protection tariffs on imported blankets to 
save the local industry from collapse. Manufacturers 
want this protection to be extended beyond the blanket 
manufacturing industry; others feel the government 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


24 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


should pressure South Africa to reinstate preferential 
treatment for Zimbabwean textiles to counter dumping. 
"What is happening is that South Africa will not give 
us preferential treatment as long as it still gives export 
incentives,” said a senior official at a textile firm. 


Austria Centers Southern Africa Work in Harare 


MB2811134195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1309 GMT 28 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) VIENNA Nov 28 SAPA — 
Austria had decided to make Zimbabwe the nerve 
centre of its diplomatic activities in southern Africa, 
senior Austrian government officials said on Tuesday 
[28 November]. 
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The officials told ZIANA [Zimbabwe Inter-African 
News Agency] news agency on the first day of President 
Robert Mugabe’s state visit to Austria the decision 
would boost Austrian investment in Zimbabwe. By 
the end of next year the Austrian government would 
have disbursed more than ZD306.2 million [Zimbabwe 
dollars} for several small projects in Zimbabwe's rural 
areas and in mining and industry. Negotiations are 
under way between the Austrians and Zimbabwe's 
Ministry of Defence on the possible sale of lorries to 
the Zimbabwean Army. 
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Ghana 


UN’s Butrus-Ghali Addresses Parliament 28 Nov 


AB2811172695 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 28 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The UN secretary general, Dr. 
Butrus-Ghali, who is on a four-day visit to Ghana, today 
called on the speaker of Parliament, Mr. Justice Daniel 
Annan, at the State House, Accra. Dr. Butrus-Ghali said 
the United Nations is keen to reinforce its relations 
with parliaments throughout the world. This is because 
it is parliamentarians who represent the people at the 
grassroots level of the political process. For the details, 
here is James Amoako: 


[Begin recording] [Amoako] The lively discussions 
were interspersed with humorous teasers from the ma- 
jority leader, Mr. J.H. Owusu-Acheampong, and the mi- 
nority leader, Dr. Owusu-Agyekum, which showed the 
healthy, democratic culture in the House. Dr. Butrus- 
Ghali said he was in the House to express the world 
body’s desire for continued dialogue with the parlia- 
ments of the world. According to Dr. Butrus-Ghali, with 
the end of the Cold War. parliamentarians are the new 
actors in international relations. The United Nations is, 
therefore, keen to establish dialogue with parliaments 
throughout the world, since as he put it, it is through 
them that the world body can talk to the world. 


[Butrus-Ghali] My presence here in the Parliament of 
Ghana is just an expression of my gratitude to the 
work done by the different parliaments of the world and 
(?among them) the Parliament of Ghana to reinforce the 
United Nations and to reach together to the realization 
of the objectives of the United Nations — peace, 
development, and democrary. [sentence as heard] 


[Amoako] In response to Dr. Butrus-Ghali’s overtures, 
Mr. Justice Annan assured the United Nations that 
Ghana’s young Parliament has laid a solid foundation 
for lasting democracy to thrive. For this dream to be 
translated into practical reality, the goodwill and support 
of [the] Government and people of Ghana are needed. 
In his view, after a rather long and painful transitional 
period in the country’s democratic process, there is hope 
for an enduring political culture in Ghana. 


In his contribution, the majority leader, Mr. J.H. Owusu- 
Acheampong, gave the assurance that the Fourth Re- 
publican Parliament will stand the test, of time. For his 
part, the minority leader, Dr. Owusu-Agyekum, said the 
opposition in Parliament has been offering constructive 
criticisms in the House. He said such a healthy relation- 
ship has ensured good governance. [end recording] 
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Thanks Nation, Departs for Liberia 


AB2911151095 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The UN secretary general, 
Dr. Butrus Butrus-Ghali, left Accra this morning for 
Liberia to assess the peace process after a four-day of- 
ficial visit to Ghana. He will also hold consultations 
with the Liberian Council of State on how to main- 
tain the momentum of the peace process. Dr. Butrus- 
Ghali was accompanied by a member of the Coun- 
cil of State, Captain Kojo Tsikata, and some officials 
from the ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] Secre- 
tariat. George Ankrah gives you the details: 


{Begin Ankrah recording] Briefing newsmen at the end 
of his four-day visit, Dr. Butrus Butrus-Ghali expressed 
his gratitude to the government and people of Ghana 
for a warm reception accorded him. He stated that 
his visit to the Kwame Nkrumah Mausoleum was 
important to him, because the first president, Dr. Kwame 
Nkrumah, was a man whose contribution to world 
development and peace had great impact on the Non- 
Aligned Movement, the OAU, and the United Nations 
itself. 


The UN boss said he had constructive and positive dis- 
cussions with the government not only on regional and 
world issues, but also on its economic program. They 
also discussed how the United Nations can mobilize as- 
sistance to ECOMOG to bring lasting peace to Liberia. 
Dr. Butrus-Ghali again praised President Rawlings and 
his colleagues for the Abuja Peace Accord, particularly, 
the donors’ pledging conference adding that it is impor- 
tant to maintain the momentum of the peace initiative. 
The United Nations secretary general said, henceforth, 
the UN would give priority attention to African prob- 
lems not because he is linked to Africa, but because of 
the need to fight the marginalization of the continent. 
To do this, Dr. Butrus-Ghali explained that there is the 
need for Africans to start to solve their refugee, eco- 
nomic, and technological problems as a complimentary 
gesture. 


On Ghana’s economic performance, Dr. Butrus-Ghali 
stated that Ghana is one of the success stories in Africa. 
He predicted that there would be a time when other 
sister countries at the United Nations would knock at 
her door for economic assistance. Dr. Butrus-Ghali en- 
dorsed the need for reforms in the United Nations saying 
it would be a continuous process to enable the organ- 
ization meet future challenges. Such a reform, he pro- 
posed, will be based on fair principle, better cooperation 
among the different and varied development programs, 
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better cooperation among UN agencies and other world 
bodies in implementing common programs, and better 
cooperation with the numerous NGO’s [nongovernmen- 
tal organizations] in the world. He said the UN very 
much needs those grassroots organizations to help her 
achieve her objectives. Dr. Butrus-Ghali was seen off at 
the airport by the minister for foreign affairs, Dr. Obed 
Asamoah; the deputy minister for information, M.. Kojo 
Yankah; officials of the United Nations in Ghana; and 
diplomats. [end recording] 


Nigeria 
Abacha ‘Edgy’, Calls For Heightened Security 


AB2911203395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 29 Nov 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Well, while Nigeria’s head of 
state, Ceneral Sani Abacha, marshals his resources to 
convince the international community that his regime is 
not as bad as is painted, especially after the execution 
of the Ogoni activists, it seems he is becoming a little 
edgy. Calls for and threats of increasing sanctions have 
prompted him to tighten up security and intelligence 
gathering as Sola Odunfa reports from Lagos: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] Gen. Sani Abacha has called 
on the Nigerian Armed Forces and the security agencies 
to be more alert to thwart any internal or external 
aggression against the country in the current situation 
which he described as an unprecedented international 
conspiracy to humiliate and isolate Nigeria. He urged 
the military and the security agencies to improve on 
their intelligence gathering capabilities so as to detect 
and neutralize threats to the nation’s security. 


In an address to the annual conference of field com- 
manders and other senior officers of the Nigerian Navy, 
which began in Kaduna, Northern Nigeria, yesterday, 
Gen. Abacha promised full government support for the 
security forces in the discharge of their responsibilities 
and, at the same time, he assured that the government 
was doing everything within its power to combat the 
economic and social problems which, he said, could in- 
evitably lead to greater domestic unrest and instability. 


The address is widely seen here as a continuation of 
the current efforts by the military government to elicit 
support from key institutions in the country, and to 
send a strong signal to its domestic opponents that 
the security forces were ready to engage any serious 
challenges. This morning, a committee, set up by Gen. 
Abacha to advise his government on an appropriate 
response to the current hostile international campaign 
against Nigeria, began sitting in Abuja. 
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The committee comprises traditional rulers and those 
described as leaders of thought, and is headed by a 
member of the Provisional Ruling Council. Many peo- 
ple, however, see the committee as a political instrument 
to drum up domestic support for the government's poli- 
cies and actions. 


In the meantime, the human rights group, Campaign for 
Democracy, CD, has renewed its call for the release 
of all the persons detained in prison without trial. [end 
recording] 


Meets With Top Military Officers 


AB3011161095 Paris AFP in French 
1518 GMT 30 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abuja, 30 Nov (AFP) — 
General Sani Abacha, Nigerian head of state, convened 
today in Abuja the Armed Forces Consultative Assem- 
bly, it was learned from sources close to the presidency. 
No details were given about the reasons for convening 
this forum, an exclusively military forum, which is only 
consulted by the head of state on very rare occasions. 


This meeting, however, comes in the wake of the 
decision by the United States, the European Union, 
and South Africa to impose an embargo on the sale 
of arms to Nigeria, and the Commonwealth’s decision 
to suspend it in protest against the execution of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight of his comrades of the Movement 
for the Survival of the Ogoni People. 


All military and police officers with at least the rank 
of colonel or its equivalent are participating in this 
meeting. [passage omitted] 


Professors, Students Rally for Ogoni Activists 


AB3011144095 Paris AFP in English 
1420 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, Nov 30 (AFP) — 
More than a thousand professors and students at one 
of Nigeria’s oldest universities held a rally Thursday 
[30 November] to protest the recent government-ordered 
execution of nine minority activists from the Ogoni 
tribe. 


"We should vow to continue the struggle even after tens 
of Saro-Wiwas have been murdered by Abacha,” said 
Idowu Awopetu, head of the teachers’ association at 
the Obafemi Awolowo University in the southwestern 
province of Osun. 


He was referring to author Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight 
other Ogoni activists executed November 10 on orders 
of military leader General Sani Abacha. 
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The protesters waved placards that read "Violence: 
Language of Looters," "Hangmen, Wait for Abacha," 
and "We Mourn Saro-Wiwa." [passage omitted] 


Country Said Seeking Francophone Membership 


AB2811203095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 28 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Nigerian information min- 
ister has, for the first time, conceded that the govern- 
ment committed a tactical blunder in the execution of 
the eight [figure as heard] Ogoni opposition members. 
According to him, the execution was ill-timed, which 
enabled Commonwealth heads of state and government 
to get in league against Nigeria. It must be recalled that 
participants at the Commonwealth summit were shocked 
by the execution and decided to suspend Nigeria from 
the Commonwealth. Now, Nigeria wants to align itself 
with Francophone countries. Tunde Fatunde in Lagos 
has the details: 


[Bgin Fatunde recording] Addressing traditional rulers 
in Ibadan, 20 km away from Lagos, Oyo State admin- 
istrator Colonel Ike Nwosu stated in unequivocal terms 
that Nigeria is striving to become a full-fledged mem- 
ber of the Francophone group of countries. Col. Nwosu 
has long been considered to be one of General Abacha’s 
Close aides and advisers. He said this political move was 
justified because of the geopolitical reality of neighbor- 
ing Francophone countries. Furthermore, he stated that 
the presidency has taken the necessary steps, requesting 
that Nigeria be granted observer status at the Francho- 
phone summit scheduled to begin in neighboring Benin 
on 2 December. 


To the general surprise of invited guests and newsmen, 
he endlessly praised what he termed France’s altruistic 
contribution to the enviable economic development of 
its former African colonies. At the same time, he 
denounced Great Britain’s negative attitude toward its 
former colonies, a barely veiled criticism of Nigeria’s 
recent suspension from the Commonwealth, which is 
well backed by London. [end recording] 


Committee Discusses Commonwealth Suspension 


AB2911161095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The inaugural meeting of the 
joint national committee of traditional rulers and leaders 
of thought began in Abuja today. The committee, made 
up of 25 traditional rulers and 25 leaders of thought, 
has the minister of the Federal Capital Territory as its 
chairman. Mohamed Bello was at the opening session: 


[Begin Bello recording] In his address, the chairman 
of the committee, Lieutenant General Jerry Useni, said 
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the government decided to set up the committee after 
series of consultations and views from all sectors of 
government bodies, including the Provisional Ruling 
Council. Gen. Useni stated that members were chosen 
in recognition of their ability and confidence to critically 
analyze the present international situation as it affects 
our country and make appropriate recommendations to 
the government. 


The chairman drew members’ attention to the premedi- 
tated international gang-up and conspiracy against Nige- 
ria which led to Nigeria’s suspension from the Com- 
monwealth, the decision of ultimatum on our democra- 
tization process, and to the oil embargo being contem- 
plated. 


Gen. Useni said the committee was expected to deliber- 
ate diligently on a number of suggestions which include 
our continued membership of the Commonwealth, how 
to reach out to friendly countries and improve our in- 
formation system — both internationally and locally — 
down [to] the grassroots. Also to be considered by the 
committee was the possibility of reviewing our foreign 
policy, with Nigeria as the centerpiece, and how to im- 
prove on our internal security and economy. The com- 
mittee has two days to complete its assignment. [end 
recording} 


EU Official: EU Unlikely To Impose Sanctions 


AB2911173095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The press counselor of the 
European Union [EU] in Nigeria, Mr. (Suarez Bear), 
has said that it is unlikely that sanctions would be 
imposed on Nigeria by European countries. Mr. (Bear) 
said in Ibadan that the union would be wary of imposing 
economic sanctions on Nigeria in order not to bring 
hardship to her citizens. He said the European Union 
was committed to uplifting the standard of living of 
Nigerians, and would not do anything to jeopardize that 
position. 


Senegal 


AFP: 51 Rebels, 6 Soldiers Killed in Casamance 


AB2311221595 Paris AFP in English 
2048 GMT 23 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Dakar, 23 Nov (AFP) — 
Fifty-one rebels and six soldiers were killed when the 
Senegalese Army raided a rebel base in the Casamance 
region near the border with Guinea-Bissau, a military 
communique said Thursday [23 November]. A captain 
was among those killed in the clash Wednesday in the 
Bissine Forest, 65 kilometers (40 miles) southeast of 
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Ziguinchor, the province’s main town. The communique 
said the rebel base had been destroyed. 


The Senegalese Army launched a major offensive three 
weeks ago in the southwest of Casamance in which 
more than 100 members of the Casamance Movement 
of Democratic Forces have been killed. 


Sierra Leone 


RUF Official on Captured Officials, Guinea 


AB2411214695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 24 Nov 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leone Government 
has been making a lot of capital this week out of four 
captured senior officials of the rebel RUF [Revolution- 
ary United Front]. They’ ve been on radio and television 
talking about the help they’ve been given in the past 
by Liberian warlords; how Guinean officials have been 
bribed to get supplies; and how the RUF was funded 
from looting and illicit diamond sales. The four rebels 
were arrested in Guinea and handed over to the Sierra 
Leone authorities. This afternoon, RUF spokesman Faya 
Musa called us up to say the four officials were part of 
a delegation going to the OAU in Addis Ababa for pre- 
liminary peace talks. Robin White asked him what he 
made of the Guinean auction: 


[Begin recording] [Musa} it is bad, it’s absolutely bad. 
We don’t agree with that. That is completely out of 
international code of conduct. We don’t agree with that 
at all. We wouldn’t expect them to do that. Guinea and 
Sierra Leone are one and the same country, so we expect 
them to work toward peace in Sierra Leone rather than 
dividing us, rather than dividing Sierra Leoneans, so we 
don’t expect them to do that at all. 


[White] But maybe they thought that that would be a 
helpful thing to do to end the war — to pick up RUF 
people and hand them over. 


[Musa] No, that does not end the war. That does not 
bring about the end of the war at all. What we would 
rather expect them to do is to give us a corridor, to 
give us a thoroughfare so that we leave our territory 
in and out so that we can connect ourselves with the 
international community which desires knowledge about 
what all RUF stands for. We want to inform the world, 
we want to inform the international community about 
what RUF stands for, but we are finding this very, 
very difficult to do because we have not found Guinea 
friendly at all. 


[White] Will this mean that you will no longer go to 
Guinea? 
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[Musa] No, even today, I want to go to Guinea, and | 
will go to Guinea when I need to go there. 


[White] Have you been in touch with them at all yet? 
{Musa} You mean the Guinean authorities? 
[White] Yes. 


[Musa] No, I have not been in touch with them at 
all. I have not been in touch with them. I am trying 
to be in touch with them through our facilitator, the 
International Alert. Maybe the International Alert will 
make it possible, in collaboration with the OAU and 
the United Nations, to connect us with Guinea, with the 
Guinean authorities so that we can have an idea as to 
how and why our people were arrested, and to make 
very, very good arrangements, very good and lasting 
arrangements for their release because we need them. 
We need those people on the delegation that is supposed 
to meet the international community to explain our part 
of the story to them. 


{White} But surely, it’s an open secret that you have 
been using Guinea to ferry arms and ammunition across 
the border into Sierra Leone, and this looks like the end 
of that. 


(Musa, laughing] I would like to tell you: the RUF does 
not buy ammunition from anywhere. Believe it or not, 
if we were buying ammunition, this war would have 
come to an end. This war would have come to an end 
well before this time. 


[White] Now, you say these people were going to be 
part of this peace delegation that was going to go to the 
OAU. Does that mean that that’s now all off, that you 
won't be going to the OAU in Addis Ababa? 


[Musa] I cannot say that that is all off because the 
RUF still stands for democracy which is the root of 
peace. I cannot say that that is all off. What I am 
asking the international community to do is to ask 
the NPRC [National Provisional Ruling Council] to 
have our people released so that they can join us in 
Addis Ababa for the discussions that will lead to calm, 
security, and democracy in the country. [end recording] 


Rebel Ambush on Convoy Leaves 22 Dead 


AB2411213995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 24 Nov 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Details are emerging of a 
bloody ambush in eastern Sierra Leone. Attacks on 
convoys travelling along the country’s main highways 
have been a key tactic in the RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front] rebels’ campaign in the past year. This time, the 
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ambush was laid in a new location. A lot of people 
were killed, and there are some doubts about who the 
perpetrators were. From Bo, in Sierra Leone, Alhassan 
Sillah telexed this report: 


Two soldiers and some 20 other civilians, mostly traders 
and businessmen were killed in the RUF rebel ambush 
at Kamboma Junction, in eastern Sierra Leone, earlier 
this week. Sources in Kenema yesterday disclosed that 
the Army with the help of local people buried the dead 
some of whom were burned beyond recognition in a 
mass gravesite at Tongo Field. The 16 other passengers 
who suffered gunshot wounds and burns are receiving 
care at the government hospital in Kenema. 


There are varying interpretations of the nature of this 
attack. Reports indicate that a wealthy businessman, 
Sware Mathia, who was traveling on board the am- 
bushed vehicle on his way to buy produce with between 
$6,000 and $10,000 in cash in his pocket appears to have 
been the prime target of the assailants. Sware escaped 
unhurt and is now back in Kenema, though sources say 
he lost all the cash in his possession. 


This incident has provoked a lot of questions as to 
whether or not this was a properly coordinated attack 
or an isolated act by freelance bandits who may have 
been tipped off about Mathia’s movements. Whatever 
the answer, this incident is bound to shake confidence 
among thousands of businessmen and traders who use 
this route on a daily basis on their way to the diamond 
fields at Tongo, an area which until recently has 
remained relatively free of rebel activities. 


Rebel Attack Backfires; Assailants Killed 


AB2611190095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 25 Nov 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] One of the Sierra Leone RUF 
{Revolutionary United Front] rebels’ most destructive 
tactics in the past year has been the laying of ambushes 
on the country’s major highways. It has virtually crip- 
pled transport and trade in large areas of the country, 
but now an ambush on the highway between Freetown 
and the main southern city of Bo has backfired, and the 
rebels have apparently taken a heavy beating. From Bo, 
Alhassan Sillah reports: 


[Begin Sillah recording] Reports reaching Bo late last 
evening say government forces killed a large number of 
RUF rebel troops, and captured at least three others on 
the Freetown Mile 91 route yesterday when the rebels 
attempted to mount a blockade at Magbosi, a notorious 
ambush point for rebels along this route. Civilians 
arriving here late evening on much delayed trucks and 
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buses, speak of seeing bodies of slain rebels, some 
in military fatigues, strewn in several areas along the 
Magbosi stretch of the highway. There are no immediate 
reports of military casualty. 


Vehicles travelling from Bo and Kenema into Freetown 
and vice versa, were stopped at various locations by 
the military yesterday as soldiers battled the insurgents 
for several hours. One passenger aboard the Kenema- 
bound Sierra Leone Road Transport Corporation bus 
that arrived here late last evening, said he saw the Army 
must have put up a good performance to rout rebels 
because the area from which they launched their attack 
provided them with plenty of forest cover. This attack is 
the second by RUF rebels from this highway in as many 
weeks, and they both come amid widespread rumors 
that rebels plan to cut off this route by the beginning of 
December. 


However, the promptness and precision with which 
the military reacted to yesterday’s attack has been 
widely interpreted as an expression of the Army's 
determination to keep this highway safe in December 
and beyond. Indeed, one military officer in Bo told me 
this morning after an exhilarating route march by troops 
that they will ensure that Bo-Freetown highway, and 
indeed all other major highways throughout the country, 
remain free of rebels. He added and I quote: We know 
what our people suffered last time round when these 
rebels occupied the highway. [end recording] 


RUF Rebels Attack Nigerian Troop Convoy 


AB2711195595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 27 Nov 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front] rebels in Sierra Leone have struck for 
the third time in three days along the main highway 
linking the capital with Bo, the country’s second city. 
In an earlier ambush, the rebels attacked two trucks 
Carrying vital food and medical supplies and then, 
yesterday, a truck carrying Nigerian troops was caught 
in an ambush, and they suffered casualties, as our 
correspondent Alhassan Sillah reports in this telex from 
Bo: 


The truck that was ambushed had 40 Nigerian military 
personnel on board. The driver of the truck was killed on 
the spot, and Lieutenant Debo, the second in command 
of the Nigerian contingent based in the south of the 
country, is reported missing in action. Three of the 
Nigerian soldiers, who were critically injured by RPG 
fragments, have been flown to Freetown. 
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How the Nigerian troops, whose normal area of opera- 
tion is around Bo and they are based at Gondama, found 
themselves in the Mile 91 area, is the subject of con- 
tentious public debate. One popular theory is that the 
Nigerians were hired by a Lebanese businessman, Haj 
Fawal, to accompany him to the place where some of 
his vehicles had been ambushed and burned out last Sat- 
urday [25 November]. 


Indeed, Mr. Fawal was in the thick of yesterday’s 
ambush, and was reportedly only saved by the Nigerian 
soldiers who pinned him to the tarmac while bullets 
flew back and forth overhead. However, when I spoke 


FBIS-AFR-95-230 
30 November 1995 


to Mr. Fawal in his office today, he denied that he had 
moved the Nigerians from their base. He added that it 
was mainly a coincidence that the Nigerians were on a 
mission there at the same time as he had gone on search 
of his driver. 


When news of the disaster broke last night, hundreds 
of people flocked to the hospital, and many shed tears 
for the missing lieutenant, a charismatic soldier, who 
had built himself a personality cult that endeared him 
to many. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
PERMIT NO. 352 
MERRIFIELD, VA. 


This is a U.S. Government publication produced by the Foreign Broadcast 
Information Service (FBIS). Its contents in no way represent the policies, 
views, or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


FBIS collects, translates, disseminates, and analyzes foreign open-source 
information on behalf of the U.S. Government. Its publications may contain 
copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination is prohibited with- 
out permission of the copyright owners. 


— Bracketed indicators before the first sentence of each item describe the 
way in which the material was processed by FBIS. 


— Headlines and all bracketed explanatory notes are supplied by FBIS. 


— Personal and place names are rendered in accordance with the decisions 
of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as adapted by FBIS. Unverified 
names in radio and television material appear in parentheses and are 
spelled phonetically; words and phrases in parentheses preceded by a 
question mark are unclear in the original and deduced from context. 


SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 


U.S. Government Customers Non-Government Customers 
For a list of FBIS products, to subscribe to Subscriptions are available from the 
an FBIS publication, or to indicate a National Technical Information Service 
change of address contact: 

NTIS 
FBIS 5285 Port Royal Road 
P.O. Box 2604 Springfield, VA 22161 
Washington, DC 20013-2604 Telephone. (703) 487-4630 
Telephone: (202) 338-6735 FAX: (703) 321-8547 
FAX: (703) 733-6042 


New subscribers should expect a 30-day delay in receipt of the first issue. 


END OF 
FICHE 

DATE FILMED 

\\ Dee 4S 


